Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA

“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.”
Baptism of our Lord
Service of the Word
January 9, 2022
This worship is being livestreamed. Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your
agreeing to be on our live broadcast.
NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘*’ means please stand as you are able
PRELUDE
WELCOME/MINISTRY MESSAGE

Michelle Young

GATHERING

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light, and our salvation. Amen. Joined to Jesus Christ in the waters
of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism. (Water poured into font while thanks is given)
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* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ , the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
* P: The Lord be with you. And also with you.
* PRAYER OF THE DAY Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit
and revealed him as your beloved Son. As a people also born of water and the Spirit in
our own baptism, lead us into lives of faithful service to you, keeping the promises made
at our baptism. May we delight in being called children of God, and boldly confess Jesus
Christ as our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GROWING

Psalm 29 (please read responsively by responding with bold text)
1 Honor the LORD, you heavenly beings;
honor the LORD for his glory and strength.
2 Honor the LORD for the glory of his name.
Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD echoes above the sea. The God of glory thunders.
The LORD thunders over the mighty sea.
4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is majestic.
5 The voice of the LORD splits the mighty cedars; the LORD shatters the cedars of Lebanon.
6 He makes Lebanon’s mountains skip like a calf;
he makes Mount Hermon leap like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the LORD strikes with bolts of lightning.
8 The voice of the LORD makes the barren wilderness quake; the LORD shakes the
wilderness of Kadesh.
9 The voice of the LORD twists mighty oaks and strips the forests bare.
In his Temple everyone shouts, “Glory!”
10 The LORD rules over the floodwaters.
The LORD reigns as king forever.
11 The LORD gives his people strength.
The LORD blesses them with peace.

The persecution of the Jews who believed Jesus was the promised Messiah begins, and the believers
are scattered. And because of this scattering, they find themselves in places where the Good News
of Jesus has not yet been shared. Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria,
a group that was recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of
Philip. Hear how the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. A
reading from the 8th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, beginning at verse 1.
1And

Saul approved of (the people) killing (Stephen). That day a severe persecution began against
the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of
Judea and Samaria. 2Devout men buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over him. 3But Saul
was ravaging the church by entering house after house; dragging off both men and women, he
committed them to prison.
4Now those who were scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the word. 5Philip went down to
the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. 6The crowds with one accord listened
eagerly to what was said by Philip, hearing and seeing the signs that he did, 7for unclean spirits,
crying with loud shrieks, came out of many who were possessed; and many others who were
paralyzed or lame were cured. 8So there was great joy in that city.
2

14Now

when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy
Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy
Spirit. 25Now after Peter and John had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to
Jerusalem, proclaiming the good news to many villages of the Samaritans. The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

John came as the one promised, the voice of one crying out in the wilderness Lk 3:4. His message is a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, and it builds an expectation with the people. John
sets the record straight…he is not the Messiah…instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And
whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God’s
beloved Son.

The Gospel according to Luke, the 3rd chapter. All: Glory to you O Lord.
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water;
but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire."
21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,
the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased."
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.
SERMON
Pastor Mary Eide
Blue #647 HYMN OF THE DAY “When Jesus Came to Jordan” p. 5
GIVING
OFFERTORY PRAYER Blessed are you, O God, Supreme Ruler of the universe. You offer us
new beginnings and guide us on our journey. We give in thanksgiving for what you have
already given us. Now prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of
Christ our light. Amen.
* PRAYERS AND PETITIONS (L: God of grace All: Hear our prayer.)
* LORD’S PRAYERS Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen
* ANNOUNCEMENTS
* BLESSING God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls
you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever. Amen.

* Green #532 SENDING HYMN “How Great Thou Art” vs. 1-2 p. 6

* DISMISSAL Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
* POSTLUDE
Michelle Young
3

TODAY
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
FRIDAY:
SUNDAY:

8:45am
10:00am
11:00am
7pm
4-6pm
6pm
7pm
3:20pm
10am-Noon
8:45am
10:00am
11:00am

SCHEDULE
- Sunday School Classes
- Worship
- NO Fellowship because we have NO host
- AA Meeting
- Food Pantry
- Finance Meeting
- 1st GriefShare online session
- 7th-8th gr. Confirmation class
- Food Pantry
- Sunday School Classes
- Communion Worship
- Season of Lent Planning Meeting

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEXT SUNDAY, Jan.
come join us in a Season of Lent Planning Meeting. We have purchased
themed material for: Sunday and Midweek worship, Daily Devotionals and more! NEEDED: Anyone
16th

who wants to participate in organizing, involving people in the season, review/implement “You are
here” themed content, help promote in church/in homes/in the community and on social media, be
involved in worship leadership, moral support, prayer warriors.
ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 30th in the sanctuary after a 30 minute
worship.
WE NEED YOU! Check out sign-up sheets for worship roles for upcoming months or host Fellowship
after worship on 2nd or 4th Sunday. You can also call or email if you’d like to sign up.
Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church
207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739
Office Phone: 715-879-5115 Email: sothlc@sothem.org
Website www.sothem.org Find
us on Facebook, too!
Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065 meide@luthersem.edu Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728
Sunday School Coordinators: Chris Miller at chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com or Jaime Folczyk
mjfolczyk@yahoo.com
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028313.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. One License Podcast / Streaming License A-724679
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“When Jesus Came to Jordan” was reprinted with permission under One License #A-724679. All rights reserved

BIBLE STUDY QUESTIONS TO PONDER
1. While God’s voice cannot be seen, the effect of it is described in Psalm 29. What is one way
God’s words been revealed to you? How has it affected your life, your faith?
2. God has a way of making good things come out of bad (even terrible) situations. In the Book of
Acts reading, we are reminded that persecution of believers forced them away from the Holy City,
even into enemy territory (Samaritans and Jews have loathed one another for a very long time.)
The Holy Spirit inspires Philip to share the Good News of salvation through the risen Jesus Christ.
The people accepted the Good News and were baptized. Do you have an experience when you
felt compelled to share the Good News, even though previously you’d have resisted for fear of
rejection? If so, what happened? If not, what keeps you from sharing with others what you
believe?
3. In our reading from Luke’s gospel, we get very few details about Jesus’ baptism. We do however
learn that after Jesus prays, God the Holy Spirit and God the Father respond in a big way. Have
you ever felt a strong response from God after you’ve prayed? What did it feel like to know so
assuredly that God had heard you? Did this make you feel ‘beloved’? Known?
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