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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

4th Sunday of Easter      Sr. Appreciation/Communion Worship      April 30th, 2023 

This worship is being livestreamed.  Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your 
agreeing to be on our live broadcast.  

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘ *’ means please stand as able. 
 
PRELUDE              Michelle Young 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES  

GATHERING  

* CONFESSION We confess our sins before God and one another. Pause for silence and reflection. 
God of resurrection, You have redeemed us through the gift of your son, yet we 
often act as though we don’t know what that means. We fail to see where we 
need to change, and where we need to work to bring positive change to the world. We 
remain fixated on ourselves rather than living in love and service for others. Forgive us 
our sins of thought, word, and action or lack of action, that we might better do your will. 
* FORGIVENESS Christ is risen indeed, and proclaims to you and all of creation the entire forgiveness 

of sin. Receive this gift of forgiveness with joy! Amen.1 
 

# 479 HYMN   My Faith Looks Up to Thee   Page 7 
 
* GREETING  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. All: And also with you.    
 
*KYRIE  
In peace let us pray to the Lord.   Lord have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for all salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of Christ, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord.   Lord have mercy.  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord have mercy.  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen. 
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Annual License #SAS028313. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, 

Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.   
1 Narrative Lectionary Programs 1 22-23 Worship resources Copyright @ 2022 Clergy Stuff.  One License Podcast / 
Streaming License A-724679/ CCLI Streaming License #1727740 



2 
 
 

 



3 
 
 

* P: The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY  P: Let us pray. Gracious God, You set aside Paul and Barnabas for the 

work of sharing the good news. In the same way, call us into service to you and our 
neighbors near and far, in Jesus name. Amen.1 

GROWING 
Jesus has risen from the grave and ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of God.  His work 
continues through the believers who have been filled with the Holy Spirit.  By this time in the 
church’s history, it has been revealed to the leaders that the Good News of salvation through belief in 
Jesus Christ is for the Gentiles, as well as the Jews.  The events of today’s readings take place inside 
of Roman province occupied by Gentiles who have greater knowledge of the Greek gods, than the 
God of the Jews.  Paul and Barnabas have to explain by whose name and power they are able to 
miraculously heal a man lame since birth.  A reading from the Book of Acts, and includes various 
verses from chapters 13 and 14.   
13:1 Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was 
called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the ruler, and Saul. 2While 
they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I have called them.” 3Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on 
them and sent them off. 
14:8In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet and had never walked, for he had 
been crippled from birth. 9He listened to Paul as he was speaking. And Paul, looking at him intently 
and seeing that he had faith to be healed, 10said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And 
the man sprang up and began to walk. 11When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they shouted in 
the Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12Barnabas they called 
Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 13The priest of Zeus, whose 
temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates; he and the crowds wanted 
to offer sacrifice. 14When the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their clothes and 
rushed out into the crowd, shouting, 15“Friends, why are you doing this? We are mortals just like you, 
and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these worthless things to the living God, 
who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16In past generations he 
allowed all the nations to follow their own ways; 17yet he has not left himself without a witness in 
doing good—giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, and filling you with food and your 
hearts with joy.” 18Even with these words, they scarcely restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice 
to them.  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE/SERMON        Pastor Mary Eide     
#379 Hymn of the Day Spread, O Spread, Almighty Word  Page 8 
 

SENIOR RECOGNITION/BLESSING OF GRADUATE/QUILT Ryan Bartig, Marcus Barum, AJ Miller, Aidan 
Schiferl, and Brooklyn Zillmer 
Dear friends: Life presents us with a variety of milestones that designate the end of a phase in our 
earthly journey. Graduation from high school is one of these milestones.  Today we wish to honor 
Ryan Bartig, Marcus Barum, Alex “AJ” Miller, Aidan Schiferl, and Brooklyn Zillmer, who are moving 
through this special time of accomplishment, transition, and change; and to show them that we, their 
community of faith, stand with them and support them in this and other milestones in their lives. 
 



4 
 
 

At this time of celebration and transition, hear these words from the Bible.  Proverb 16:9  9The 
human mind plans the way, but the Lord directs the steps. 
Deuteronomy 31:6 Be strong and bold; have no fear or dread of them, because it is the Lord our 
God who goes with you; he will not fail you nor forsake you. 
 
EACH SENIOR IS INTRODUCED AND RECEIVE THEIR QUILT.  
P: O Lord Jesus Christ, grant to Ryan, Marcus, AJ, Aiden, and Brooklyn the awareness of your 
continued presence as they go forth into the future.  Guide their steps.  Hold them in the hollow of 
your hands.  Bless them and keep them now and forever. Amen.   
 
For the graduate to respond to God’s presence in their lives. 
Ryan, Marcus, AJ, Aiden, and Brooklyn, as you consider the next steps of your journey of life, do you 
acknowledge God going with you, before you, behind you, below you, above you and within you?  If 
so, say “With God’s help, I do.”   SENIORS: With God’s help, I do. 
 
Please raise a hand toward the graduates and recite this blessing  
All: Dear Seniors: We are eager to show you how delighted we are that you’ve reached 
this milestone in your life.  As fellow members of this community of faith we rejoice with 
you and want you to know of our pride and excitement as you move from this 
accomplishment into the next phase of your life.  Know also that wherever you go and 
whatever you do, you are going forward with our prayers for God’s continued guidance, 
power, protection, and strength.  Amen. 
 

 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.* On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead.  ** universal  

 
* PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (L: God of Life,  All: hear our prayer.) 1 
 

The OFFERING PLATE is located at the entrance of the church sanctuary.   

 
* OFFERING PRAYER Generous God, you provide all that we need. Give us generous hearts 
that we might offer ourselves, our efforts, and our resources to your good work in the 
world. Accept now these gifts for the sake of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.1 
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING    
The Lord be with you. And also with you.   Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.    
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
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* WORDS OF INSTITUTION       
 
* LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen 
         
* INVITATION We are called by God to will and to work for God’s holy reign. Come and be strengthened 
for the task ahead, through the body and blood of our savior, Jesus Christ. The feast is prepared and all 
are welcome.1 
 
HOLY COMMUNION – All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the 
bread and wine are welcome to commune with us.  Gluten-free wafers available and give “thumbs 
up” for grape juice. Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion may come forward for a 
blessing.  If you or a family member would like communion brought to them, please tell an usher. 
 
* POST COMMUNION PRAYER  Pour out upon us… Amen. 
 
* ANNOUNCEMENTS 
* BLESSING  The empty tomb shouts your love to all of creation. Now may we go forth in joy, and 
certainty, proclaiming your good news to all people knowing we are empowered by God the Father, 

the Holy Spirit, ☩ and through Christ Jesus for whom has been raised from the dead and will return.  

Amen.                     .                      
 
 * 526 SENDING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  Page 9 

 
* CLOSING LITANY/DISMISSAL (please respond with bold-faced text) 
The Holy Spirit said,  “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul 
For the work to which I have called them.”  Then after fasting and praying, 
They laid their hands on them and sent them off. 
So now the Holy Spirit says, We have been set apart—made holy— 
For the work to which God has called us.  The work of peace and justice. 
The work of caring for all creation.  The work of living the gospel in all we do. 
Lay your hands on us in blessing, O God, And send us off to do you will. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  Thanks be to God 
(Seniors will be in the Gathering Place, if you’d like to congratulate them or wish them well.) 
BELLS/POSTLUDE          Michelle Young 
 
  
Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church  207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 

Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org Website www.sothem.org  On Facebook 

Pastor Mary Eide (C) 715-308-0652  meide@luthersem.edu    Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728     

Sunday School Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mjfolczyk@yahoo.com and Holly Sweeney 

hollysweeney65@gmail.com       Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  
 

 

mailto:sothlc@sothem.org
http://www.sothem.org/
mailto:meide@luthersem.edu
mailto:mjfolczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:hollysweeney65@gmail.com
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THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS 

TODAY  8:45-9:45  - Sunday School 
   10am   - 4th Sunday of Easter Sr. Appreciation/Communion Worship 

   11am  - Sr. Appreciation Cake and Coffee 
MONDAY  First Day of May 
   7pm   - AA Meeting 
TUESDAY  11:30-12:30pm - Pop Up Pantry at EM Village Hall 
   4-6pm  - Food Pantry 
WEDNESDAY 3:35-4:45pm - Confirmation Class 
   5:30-7pm   - OPEN HOUSE here, St. Joseph’s and Trinity United Methodist Church 
FRIDAY:        10am-Noon  - Food Pantry  
SUNDAY:    8:45am  - Sunday School 
   10am   - 5th Sunday of Easter Communion Worship 
 
 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^   
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Do you know of someone new to the area…or in search of a church family?   If so, let them know 
about our OPEN HOUSE…THIS WEDNESDAY, May 3rd from 5:30-7pm. Our church, Trinity 
United Methodist Church and St. Joseph’s Catholic Church are all hosting an open house at the same 
time so neighbors can check out  some of the local congregations.  We will be giving tours, serving 
refreshments and have an activity for the kids.  Much thanks goes to Claudeen Oebser for 
orchestrating this joint event with our neighboring churches.   
 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wed., 5/10 in church library where we continue to look at: The Ten 

Commandments: Reviving the soul: Commandments 7-10. All are welcome! Copies available at the 

WELCOME table at church or at this website https://www.gathermagazine.org/wp-

content/uploads/2023/03/Apr2023_TenCommandments_Session4_GatherBibleStudy_final.pdf  

 
*** KIDS SING on Sunday, May 14th in worship, as they finish out their Sunday School year*** 
Make plans to be here to encourage them and thank our AMAZING Sunday School staff.   
 
 
VBS…SPORTS CAMP Sun. 7/30/23 Family time to TIE DYE t-shirts; Mon.-Thurs. VBS activities ensue 
with lots of fun, music, sports, laughter, and of course…Bible stories!   Hold your spot for the week 
by signing up at church, or contact Jaime (715-821-0796) or Holly (715-456-6960).  Don’t forget to 
put these dates (7/30 to 8/3) on your calendar too…and have the kids invite a friend or 2!!   
 
 
Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to: 207 University St., Elk 
Mound, WI 54739). You can set up a ‘bill pay’ on your bank account – OR – go to 
https://www.sothem.org/give  to make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up an account 
with GivePlus offers you control over the amount & timing of your giving. 
 
 
 

https://www.gathermagazine.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Apr2023_TenCommandments_Session4_GatherBibleStudy_final.pdf
https://www.gathermagazine.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Apr2023_TenCommandments_Session4_GatherBibleStudy_final.pdf
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Almighty Word” was 
reprinted with permission 
under One License #A-
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