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“GATHERING, GROWING, GIVING”

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church — ELCA
"Encouraging faith and proclaiming God'’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.”

12t Sunday after Pentecost Service of the Word August 20, 2023

This worship is being livestreamed. Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your
agreeing to be on our live broadcast.

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and * means please stand as able.

PRELUDE Michelle Young
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES Pastor Ron Gerl
Lector: Sarah Larson Acolyte: Cade Larson\Video: Dave Young Ushers: Dave Blicher & Tim Jenson
GATHERING

e All hymns today are in the Green book.

* GREETING The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. All: And also with you.

* GATHERING HYMN Oh, for a thousand Tongues to Sing #559- all verses
Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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* CONFESSION Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors. Silence is kept for reflection. Righteous God, we confess that we have
sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely.
In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

* FORGIVENESS God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we
fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ. Amen.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call
upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and
constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GOOD NEWS FOR KIDS "Crumbs from the Table”

* HYMN OF PRAISE Praise God from whom All Blessings Flow #564

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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praise him a-bove, ye heav'n-ly host; praise Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
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Text; Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREEDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 15101561
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GROWING
Please join in reading Psalm 67 responsively
Psalm 67
'May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
’Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.
’Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and
guide all the nations on earth.
°Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
°The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us.
’May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are
irrevocable so that, while all have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

[Paul writes:] 'I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. “°God has not rejected his people whom
he foreknew.

*°For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *°Just as you were once disobedient to God
but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, *'so they have now been disobedient in
order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. *’For God has imprisoned
all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the
heart rather than outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a
woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches him for help.
['°[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:''it is not what goes into
the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” *Then the
disciples approached and said to him, “"Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard
what you said?” *He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be
uprooted. '“Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides
another, both will fall into a pit.” '°But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” '°Then he said,
“Are you also still without understanding? /Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters
the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? *But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the
heart, and this is what defiles. °For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery,
fornication, theft, false witness, slander. °These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed
hands does not defile.”]

1Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. *?Just then a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my
daughter is tormented by a demon.” **But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and
urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” **He answered, "I was sent
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” >But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord,
help me.” °He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” ?/She
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 2°Then Jesus
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter
was healed instantly.

3



MESSAGE

“Persistence in Faith”

Pastor Ron Ger/

* HYMN OF THE DAY My Faith Looks Up to Thee #479- all verses
My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell.* On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
*Or, He descended to the dead. ** universal

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those in
need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

O God, your Spirit gathers the church. Bless Pastor Mary as she moves forward in her retirement;
and bless our congregation as we move into your future carrying out the proclamation of the Gospel
and the mission and ministry here in EIm Mound. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You created the earth and all its inhabitants and declared it good. Clean polluted skies, seas, and soil,
provide nourishment to plants and animals, and make us aware of our impact on the environment.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call leaders to bridge differences and practice generosity. Inspire all in authority to protect
people in harm’s way, deliver those in bondage, support fair elections, provide care for military
personnel and veterans, and show mercy to those for whom they have responsibility. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

You provide for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Embrace people who have been rejected
because of difference, heal trauma caused by racism or prejudice, shield any who are persecuted,
console the dying, and heal the sick, injured, or distress (especially those we remember silently now).
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God, you journey with us in all of life’s transitions. Guide our church

council and committees in their visioning, planning and ministry for this Fall. Safeguard those who
travel. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who reconciled
all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

The OFFERING PLATE is located at the entrance of the church sanctuary. Your generous giving
supports God'’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill.




* OFFERING PRAYER God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that
the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

* GREAT THANKSGIVING The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION

* LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

* INVITATION All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat and drink what is good.

HOLY COMMUNION — A/l who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the
bread and wine are welcome to commune with us. Gluten-free wafers available and give "thumbs
up” for grape juice. Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion may come forward for a
blessing. If you or a family member would like communion brought to them, please tell an usher.

* POST COMMUNION PRAYER: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received
at your banquet table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one
who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

* ANNOUNCEMENTS

* BLESSING The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep,
and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.



* SENDING HYMN  Beautiful Savior #518- all verses
Beautiful Savior
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* DISMISSAL Go in peace. Share the harvest. Thanks be to God.

* BELLS/POSTLUDE Michelle Young
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THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS

TODAY 8/20- 10 am -12* Sunday after Pentecost worship with communion
11 am - Fellowship served by Kris & Tim Jenson~  Welcome Pastor Ron!
MONDAY 8/21- 7 pm - AA Meeting
TUESDAY 8/22- 4-6 pm - Food Pantry
6pm - Education/ Sunday school staff meeting
FRIDAY: 8/25- 10-Noon - Food Pantry
SUNDAY: 8/27- 10 am - 13 Sunday after Pentecost Worship

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church 207 University St, Elk Mound, WI 54739  Pastor Ron Gerl: revgerl@hotmail.com
Office Phone: 715-879-5115 Email: sothlc@sothem.org Website www.sothem.org On Facebook

Secretary: Kris Jenson krisjens4@hotmail.com 715-563-1402 Custodian: Terry Stamm 715-379-3728

Sunday school Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mjfolczyk@yahoo.com and Holly Sweeney hollysweeney65@gmail.com
Giving questions contact: Barb Vadnais barbvadnaisl(@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
EM Lions Club School Supply Drive now thru August 22", Drop off at EM Mercantile.
Confirmands and Parents meeting at church Wednesday 8/30 at 7 pm.
Norge Harvest Dinner- September 16%, 3-7:30 pm @ Big Elk Creek Lutheran Church

SOTH Autumn Fest- October 1%, from 11 am-2 pm.
Volunteer sign-ups in gathering area, watch for basket donation sign-ups.

SIGN UP TO HOST A SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP (do with your family or friends) Entails: Making/serving
coffee, cut/serve summer sausage and cheese, and crackers (found in the church
refrigerator/cabinets), and bring one treat (fruit or sweets or popcorn...you choose). Then just clean
up after the event. T7his is only sustainable if people volunteer ©

MAILING ADDRESSES for those folks who you may want to send words of care/concern.
Please let the secretary know if you would like to be added and/or know someone who might like to
be.

o Faylene Howe 314 W Menomonie St., Elk Mound, WI 54739 (recovering from hip surgery)

o Evie Silvernale 3435 Fairfax St. #13, Eau Claire, WI 54701-5817 (recovering from shoulder surgery)

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028313. New
Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission. One License Podcast / Streaming License A-724679/ CCLI Streaming License #1727740
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