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This worship is being livestreamed. Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your 
agreeing to be on our live broadcast. 

 
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 

“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 
 

24th Sunday after Pentecost Service of the Word November 12th 2023 

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and * means please stand as able. 

PRELUDE 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES Pastor Ron Gerl 

Reader: Brandy Carothers       Acolyte: Hailey Webb      Video: Dave Young 
Ushers: Tim Jenson and Bob Dempski 

Serving Fellowship today: Serving Mary Ausman and Rita Lee 

 

GATHERING 

* GREETING The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 

 

* GATHERING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God! LBW#383- verses 1-4 

 

Rise Up, O Saints of God! 
Rise up, O saints of God! From vain ambitions turn; 

Christ rose triumphant that your hearts with nobler zeal might burn. 
 

Speak out, O saints of God! Despair engulfs earth’s frame; 
as heirs of God’s baptismal grace, his word of hope proclaim. 

 
Rise up, O saints of God! His kingdom’s task embrace; 
redress sin’s cruel consequence; give justice larger place. 

 
Give heed, O saints of God! Creation cries in pain; 
stretch forth your hand of healing now, with love the weak sustain. 

 
Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936 

 
 

* CONFESSION Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit 

who makes our joy complete. Amen. Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
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Silence is kept for reflection. 
Steadfast and faithful God, 

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed 
by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake 
of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the 
unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn 
away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the 
right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

* FORGIVENESS Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s 

compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ☩ Christ, you 

are already and always forgiven. 

Amen. 
 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the 
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow LBW#564 
 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 

 

 
GROWING 

 

Our first reading is from the 5th chapter of Amos. 
Amos 5:18-24 NIV 

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, but 
Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for 
obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community. 
18 Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the day of the LORD? That day 
will be darkness, not light. 19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as 
though he entered his house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him. 20 Will 
not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light—pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness? 21 “I hate, I 
despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. 22 Even though you bring me 
burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship 
offerings, I will have no regard for them. 23 Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to 
the music of your harps. 24 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing 
stream! 

Here ends the reading. C: Thanks be to God. 
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Please join in reading Psalm 70 responsively. 
Psalm 70 NIV 
1 Hasten, O God, to save me; come quickly, LORD, to help me. 
2 May those who want to take my life be put to shame and confusion; may all who 
desire my ruin be turned back in disgrace. 
3 May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!” turn back because of their shame. 
4 But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who long for your 
saving help always say, “The LORD is great!” 
5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; come quickly to me, O God. You are my help and my 
deliverer; LORD, do not delay. 

 

Our second reading is from 1st Thessalonians 4th chapter. 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 NIV 

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection 
to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all 
Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ. 
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so 
that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep 
in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself 
will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are 
left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will 
be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
Here ends the second reading. C: Thanks be to God. *Please stand as you are able. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 25th chapter. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 NIV 
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times. 
1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to 
meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their 
lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their 
lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 
6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 7 “Then all the 
virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 
oil; our lamps are going out.’ 9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. 
Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 “But while they were on their way 
to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding 
banquet. And the door was shut. 11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the 
door for us!’ 12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 13 “Therefore keep watch, 
because you do not know the day or the hour. 
The Gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you O, Christ. *Please stand as you are able. 
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MESSAGE “Are We Prepared?” Pastor Ron Gerl 

 

* HYMN OF THE DAY Blessed Assurance WOV#699- all verses 
 

Blessed Assurance 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior, all the day long: 
this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain 

 
Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain 

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 

 
 
 

 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell.* On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
*Or, He descended to the dead. ** universal 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world, and all who 
are in need. 
A brief silence. 
O God for whom we wait, come quickly to your people, bring your salvation, and center us in hope 
found only in you. Deepen our faith through meaningful worship and send us out with your justice 
and truth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
O God for whom we watch, we glimpse your power in rushing water and your beauty in the 
darkening night. Restore this creation and provide clean water to all people and animals. Save us 
from foolish, wasteful living. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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The OFFERING PLATE is located at the entrance of the church sanctuary. Your generous giving 
supports God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill. 

O God for whom we long, let justice roll down like waters on all nations. Bless citizens with wise 
leaders; save your children from war. We pray for the veterans of this community, that they are 
supported and loved. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
O God, in whom we hope, we pray for all who are in need. Provide for those who experience 
homelessness or hunger, support the under- or unemployed, and comfort any who are suffering 

this day (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
O God for whom we listen, inspire the music ministry of our congregation. Fill our worship with 
songs to proclaim your greatness. Help us to sing and dance with joy and tell boldly of your 
salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
O God, in whom we remain, we remember our loved ones who have died and now live in you 

(especially). Bring comfort and the assurance of new life to all who grieve. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

 
 

*OFFERING HYMN We are an Offering ELW#692 
 

We are an Offering 
We lift our voices we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an 
offering. Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, Lord use our 
lives, they are yours: we are an offering. All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 
We are an offering, we are an offering. 

 
Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your 
gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

* LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
* BENEDICTION 
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* ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

* BLESSING The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in 

you, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

* SENDING HYMN Amazing Grace How Sweet the Sound LBW#448- all verses 

 

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that 
saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but 
now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and 
grace my fears relieved; how precious did that 
grace appear the hour I first believed! 

 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I 
have already come; ’tis grace has brought me 
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 
The Lord has promised good to me; his 
word my hope secures; he will my shield 
and portion be as long as life endures. 

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807 

 
* DISMISSAL Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 

* BELLS/POSTLUDE 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS 
TODAY   11/12   8:45 am       - Sunday School 

  8:45 am       - Adult Bible Study 
  10 am       - 24TH Sunday after Pentecost 

      - Fellowship after worship 
MONDAY 11/13 9:45-11:45   - Secretary in Office 

  7 pm   - AA Meeting 
TUESDAY 11/14 4-6 pm   - Food Pantry 
  5:30 pm   - Finance Meeting 
WEDNESDAY 11/15 8-2 pm   - Red Cross Blood Drive EM High School 

  3:20 pm   - Confirmation 
  6:30 pm   -Transition Team Meeting 
FRIDAY 11/17 10-Noon   - Food Pantry 
SUNDAY 11/19 8:45 am   - Sunday School 

  8:45 am   - Adult Bible Study 
  10 am   - 25th Sunday after Pentecost Worship with communion 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

November 11th is Veterans Day {Veterans Day honors those who have served or are currently 
serving}- feel free to bring in a picture of your veteran and put it on Our Church Family 

bulletin board located in the education wing hallway. *Please label your photo* 
 
 
 

Love Lights Forms are Now Available. Forms are on Welcome table in gathering area. 

Lights are $10.00 per person honored. Proceeds split as such 50% to Christmas for 

Kids Program and 50% to general fund. 

 
 
 

Effective 10/16 Secretary will be in office Mondays 9:45-11:45 am or occasional 
Wednesday 6-8 pm depending on her schedule. 

 
 

SIGN UP TO HOST A SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP~ serve with family or friends or pair up with a 
“veteran” fellowship server- we’ll help! �� 
Entails: Making/serving coffee, cut/serve summer sausage and cheese, and crackers (found in the 
church refrigerator/ cabinets), and bring one treat (fruit or sweets or popcorn…you choose). Then 
just clean up after the event. 

 

MAILING ADDRESSES for those folks who you may want to send words of care/concern/sympathy. 
Please let the secretary know if you would like to be added and/ or know someone who 

might like to be. 
 
 
 
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church 207 University St, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Pastor Ron Gerl: revgerl@hotmail.com Office Phone: 715-879-5115 Email: sothlc@sothem.org 
Website www.sothem.org On Facebook Custodian: Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
Secretary: Kris Jenson krisjens4@hotmail.com 715-563-1402 
Sunday school Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mjfolczyk@yahoo.com and Holly Sweeney 
hollysweeney65@gmail.com Giving questions contact: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com 
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