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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

4th Sunday of Advent   Holy Communion Sunday     December 19, 2021  

 

This worship is being livestreamed.  Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your 
agreeing to be on our live broadcast.  
 

There is great joy in gathering with one another to lift up praise and thanksgiving to God.  Measures 
have been put in place to provide a safe environment for us to gather in church to worship.    

 
PRELUDE             Michelle Young 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES  
ADVENT WREATH READING/LIGHTING/SINGING 
Reader: As we continue our celebration of Advent, our thoughts go to the traditions of this season 
and for Christmas.  A traditions is something that a families or groups do year after years.  Within our 
church and our homes, we have a variety of Christmas traditions passed down through the 
generations, and perhaps some new ones made this year.   

People: Dear God, for hundreds of years our faith ancestors waited and watched for 
a Savior to arrive.  But many of them missed recognizing him because he came in 
such an unexpected way.  Yet, through eyes of faith, many people did recognize 
Jesus as the promised Messiah and Savior.  

Reader: We may not recognize some of the Christmas traditions practiced around the world. For 
example, roller skating is a very special Christmas tradition in Venezuela.  Not only that, but for a 
whole week before Christmas firecrackers go off very early in the morning to wake everyone up early 
for church; and the people get to church on roller skates!        

People: Thank you, Lord Jesus for all the surprising and glorious ways you show us 
your love.  Help us, this Advent, to trust in all your plans for our lives.  Even when 
unexpected things happen, teach us to see through the eyes of our Christian faith.  
Amen. .  By Lisa Komp. @ Copyright 2021 by Creative Communications for the Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc. 1-800-325-9414.  

www.creativecommunications.com  

(Light the 4 candles) 
Join in singing the 1st verse and refrain of "The First Noel”  (Green #56) 

1 The first Noel the angel did say 
 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
 in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 
Refrain Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  

Born is the King of Israel. 
 
 

http://www.creativecommunications.com/
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GATHERING 
* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your 
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that keeps us from living and loving like 
you.  We long to receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

GROWING 
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, 
like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around 
Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this 
passage to be referring to Jesus. 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,  are only a small village among all the people of Judah. 
Yet a ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, will come from you on my behalf. 
3 The people of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies until the woman in labor gives birth. 
Then at last his fellow countrymen will return from exile to their own land.  4 And he will stand to lead 
his flock with the LORD’s strength,  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  Then his people 
will live there undisturbed, for he will be highly honored around the world.  5 And he will be the 
source of peace.  The word of the Lord.   ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 
As we continue our Advent journey through the Bible, we find ourselves going back to a time before 
John the Baptist came on the scene, even before Jesus was born.  We are near the beginning of the 
Gospel of Luke, after Zechariah is told by an angel he and his wife would bear a son and were to 
name him John.  Another relative, young Mary, has just learned she too would bear a son, whom she 
and espoused would name Jesus.  Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two 
women filled with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of 
praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things. 
Gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter.  All: Glory to you O Lord. 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”    46And Mary said,  
(SOLO The Magnificat, Luke 1:46-55 from Marty Haugen’s Holden Evening Prayer) 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM VIDEO          
BRIEF MESSAGE                Pastor Mary Eide  
 
* APOSTLES’ CREED  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.   
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He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
everlasting. Amen 
 

GIVING 

NOTE: Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to (Mailing address: 
207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739  – OR – by going on our website (www.sothem.org) to 
GIVE tab to make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up an account with GivePlus is easy! 

 
* OFFERING PRAYER  God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our 
lives to the service of all your people.  Jesus, light of the world, guide our path each day, 
as we give generously and gratefully to support your work in the world .  Amen. 

 
* PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (L: Hear us, O God,  All: Your mercy is great.) 
 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING   The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift 
them to the Lord.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and 
praise.  
* WORDS OF INSTITUTION       
* LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen  

 
* INVITATION TO COMMUNION  Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE FIRST TIME: Nate Miller  
HOLY COMMUNION   
(Ushers will begin in the back of the sanctuary, directing you to the front of the sanctuary.  Children 
not receiving communion may be brought forward for a blessing.  Please let the ushers know if you 
would like communion brought to you.) 
 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  Most High God, you have come among us at this table.  By the 
Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through 
Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen. 
* ANNOUNCEMENTS/BLESSING  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.  

Amen. 
* Blue #633  SENDING HYMN “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn”   (p.6) 
* DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 
* POSTLUDE           Michelle Young  
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SCHEDULE 
Today  8:45am   - Sunday School Classes 
   10:00am  - Worship w/Christmas program & Communion 
Monday  7pm   - AA Meeting         
Tuesday:  4-6 pm   - Food Pantry   
Wednesday Noon-6pm  - Blood Drive 
Friday:        NO Food Pantry 
   4pm   - Christmas Eve Worship 
SUNDAY:      NO Sunday School Classes 
   10:00am  - Lesson and Carols Worship  
     

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
YOUTH/NYG CHRISTMAS SLEIGHS for sale after worship only $10!  Help us raise funds to send our 
youth and adult chaperones to the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in 2022!   
 
BLOOD DRIVE this Wednesday, 12/22/21 Noon to 6pm. You can still make an appointment to give 
and save a life by either calling 1-800-733-2767 or visit www.RedCrossBlood.org 
and enter Elk Mound to the site 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP Friday, 12/24 at 4pm will be in person  

and livestreamed.  

We are all aware of the growing number of COVID cases in the area, and so we ask that you make 
wise decisions about your participation in this worship service, and others like it.  If you are sick, we 
ask that you please stay home and participate at home.  Masks are encouraged for singing, though 
not required at this time.   
 

INTENT FORMS for 2022 giving can still be dropped off at the church or mailed in throughout the rest 
of the year.   

 
2021 GIVING  GRIEF SHARE will be starting in JAN. 2022   Pastor Tony Hill will be leading an online 
GriefShare group.  What it’s all about:  It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right 
now. If you’ve lost a spouse, child, family member, or friend, you’ve probably found there are not 
many people who understand the deep hurt you feel.  This can be a confusing time when you feel 
isolated and have many questions about things you’ve never faced before. 
 
GriefShare groups meet weekly to help you face these challenges and move toward rebuilding your 
life: video, support group discussion and personal study/reflection.  More information to come 

 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  Find 
us on Facebook, too!     
Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu    Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
Sunday School Coordinators: Chris Miller at chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com  or Jaime Folczyk 
mjfolczyk@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  
 
 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:sothlc@sothem.org
http://www.sothem.org/
mailto:meide@luthersem.edu
mailto:chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com
mailto:mjfolczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:barbvadnais1@gmail.com
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“Christmas Around the World” by: LeAnne Guenther 

Narrator: Steve Sweeney 

Mother: Hailey Webb 

Child 1 : Morgan Titel 

Child 2: Brandy Carothers 

Puppet 1: Nate Miller 

Puppet 2: Cade Larson 

Puppet 3: Colton PLEMON 

Alexis: Kris Jenson 

Costume organizer: Claudeen Oebser 

Pianist: Jennifer kinblom 

Videography: Pastor Mary Eide, Jaime Folczyk, Brad Zillmer & Holly Sweeney 

Video film editor: Addison young 
 

Thank you!!! 
ALL Sunday School Staff-, Jaime Folczyk, Chris Miller, Brad Zillmer, Bobbi Carothers, Kris Jenson and Steve & 

Holly Sweeney 
All Sunday School children and their families for your support and help ☺ 

Terry Stamm -Our church facilities manager 
 

Credits 
Script: “Christmas Around the World” written by LeAnne Guenther & Richard L Bush 

“Coffee Break Languages” on YouTube 
www.dltk-holidays.com/xmas/rootherednosedkangaroo.htm  

“Roo Roo The Red Nosed Kangaroo” Music on YouTube by Grow & Be Fruitful with Pastor Chris Mullis 
“Mele Kalikimaka” Music by Bing Crosby on YouTube by Road Caption Entertainment 

“Away in a Manger” Text & Music: North American anonymous, 19th cent. 
“Joy to the World” Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Music English melody, 18th cent. 

 

 
WAYS TO HELP TORNADO STRUCK COMMUNITIES: 

 
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE of the ELCA 
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse?_ga=2.53797546.342090516.1639500316-
2000644459.1634590964&fbclid=IwAR1-6gq7pY2EEm02pvTN7n2xk1LIF-tJVatPZ1_IRzpG3s7odDQwoYFyC5M 

 
NEW LIFE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE in Wheeler, WI is collecting items to deliver to Mayfield, KY to 
help the relief efforts there. We would like to invite you to spread the word and partner with us in 
this effort if you and your churches would like.  They are collecting things like: 
-Bottled Water  -Non-perishable Food Items  -Diapers  -Trash Bags  -Wet Wipes 
-Personal Hygiene Item  -Blankets 
New Life Church  704 Main Ave. West     Wheeler, WI 54772 
We will be loading a trailer, and/or truck on Monday, December 20th to deliver these items. 

 

http://www.dltk-holidays.com/xmas/rootherednosedkangaroo.htm
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse?_ga=2.53797546.342090516.1639500316-2000644459.1634590964&fbclid=IwAR1-6gq7pY2EEm02pvTN7n2xk1LIF-tJVatPZ1_IRzpG3s7odDQwoYFyC5M
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse?_ga=2.53797546.342090516.1639500316-2000644459.1634590964&fbclid=IwAR1-6gq7pY2EEm02pvTN7n2xk1LIF-tJVatPZ1_IRzpG3s7odDQwoYFyC5M
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Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028313. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
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Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
One License Podcast / Streaming License A-724679 

 

“Awake! Awake, 
and Greet the New 
Morn” was 
reprinted with 
permission under 
One License #A-
724679.  All rights 
reserved  
 


