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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 

“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 
18th Sunday after Pentecost   Service of the Word   October 1st , 2023 
This worship is being livestreamed.  Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your 
agreeing to be on our live broadcast.  

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and * means please stand as able. 
 
PRELUDE              Michelle Young 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES         Pastor Ron Gerl 
Reader: Barb Vadnais   Acolyte: Khloe Lee   Video: Dave Young   Ushers: Bob and Linda Dempski 

 
 

GATHERING  
   
* GREETING   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.        C: And also with you.  
 
 
* GATHERING HYMN   All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name    LBW#328- first 4 verses 
 

All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name! 
  All hail the pow'r of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall; 
  bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 
  Bring forth the royal diadem and crown him Lord of all. 
 
  O seed of Israel's chosen race now ransomed from the fall, 
  hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all. 
  Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all. 
 
  Hail him, you heirs of David's line, whom David Lord did call 
  the God incarnate, man divine and crown him Lord of all. 
  The God Incarnate, man divine and crown him Lord of all. 
 
  Sinners, whose love can ne'er forget the wormwood and the gall, 
  go spread your trophies at his feet and crown him Lord of all. 
  Go spread your trophies at his feet and crown him Lord of all. 

Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, sts.     
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* CONFESSION   Blessed be God, the one who forms us,☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit 
who makes our joy complete. Amen.  Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.  
Silence is kept for reflection.  
Steadfast and faithful God,  
you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.  We are overwhelmed 
by the world’s violence and suffering.  We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake 
of others.  For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.  For the 
unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us.  For the ways we turn 
away from you and our neighbor, forgive us.  Lead us back to you and set us on the 
right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.  
 
* FORGIVENESS   Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.  God’s 
compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ☩ Christ, you 
are already and always forgiven.  
Amen. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY   God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give 
us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us 
in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
  
* HYMN OF PRAISE   Praise God from whom All Blessings Flow   LBW#564 
 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
    praise him above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711       
          

GROWING 
 
Please join in reading Psalm 25 responsively. 
Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9 
Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love. (Ps. 25:6)  
1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies 
triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are 
treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.   
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted 
all the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
8You are gracious and up right, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.  
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The Holy Gospel according to 21st chapter of Matthew    C: Glory to you, O Lord 
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His 
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of 
the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 
go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.                    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
MESSAGE “Confounded but Redeemed”                 Pastor Ron Gerl  
 
 
* HYMN OF THE DAY   Oh Master, Let me walk with You   LBW#492 all verses 
 

O Master, Let Me Walk with You 
O Master, let me walk with you in lowly 

           paths of service true; tell me your secret; 
                    help me bear the strain of toil, the fret of care. 

 
           Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear, 
           winning word of love; teach me the wayward 

                    feet to stay, and guide them in the homeward way. 
 

                     Teach me your patience; share with me a closer, 
                    dearer company, in work that keeps faith 
                     sweet and strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong, 

 
In hope that sends a shining ray far down the 

                           future's broad'ning way, in peace that only 
                            you can give; with you, O Master, let me live. 

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.     
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended 
into hell.* On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead.  ** universal  
 
 
 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the 
needs of our neighbors.  
A brief silence.  
Amen. 
 
 

The OFFERING PLATE is located at the entrance of the church sanctuary.  Your generous giving 
supports God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill.  
 
 
*OFFERING HYMN   We are an Offering   ELW#692 

 
We are an Offering 

        We lift our voices we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an  
        offering. Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, Lord use our  
        lives, they are yours: we are an offering. All that we have, all that we are,  
        all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.  
        We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:  
        We are an offering, we are an offering. Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957  

     
 

* OFFERING PRAYER   God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you.  We bring your 
gifts to the table, that all might be fed.  Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING    The Lord be with you. And also with you.    
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.    
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right and salutary………… 
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* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
   

* LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
* INVITATION  All people are called to Christ’s table.  Come, eat and drink what is good. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION~  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the 
bread and wine are welcome to commune with us.  Gluten-free wafers available and give “thumbs 
up” for grape juice. Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion may come forward for a 
blessing.  If you or a family member would like communion brought to them, please tell an usher. 
 
 
* POST COMMUNION PRAYER:   Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the 
world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
   

* ANNOUNCEMENTS 
* BLESSING   The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in 
you, bless you now and forever.    Amen. 
 
* SENDING HYMN   Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me   LBW#327- all verses 
 

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 
  Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee; 
  let the water and the blood, from thy riven side which flowed, 
  be of sin the double cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 
 
  Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law's demands; 
  could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
  all for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone. 
 
  Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling. 
  Naked, come to thee for dress; helpless, look to thee for grace; 
  foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
  While I draw this fleeting breath, when mine eyelids close in death, 
  when I soar to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment throne, 
  Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee. 

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778       
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* DISMISSAL Go in peace and serve the Lord.                                         C: Thanks be to God. 
* BELLS/POSTLUDE          Michelle Young 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS 
TODAY     10/1 8:45 am - Sunday School 
    10 am -18th Sunday after Pentecost worship with communion 
    11 -2 pm - AUTUMN FEST, at EM Village Park 
MONDAY     10/2- 7 pm  - AA Meeting 
TUESDAY     10/3-  11:30-12:30 - Pop up pantry @ EM Village Hall 
    1 pm  - Fred Winger Funeral 
    4-6 pm - Food Pantry 
WEDNESDAY  10/4- 9 am  - Quilting 
    3:15 pm - Confirmation     
FRIDAY:        10/6-    10-Noon - Food Pantry  
SATURDAY:   10/7- 2 pm  - Evie Silvernale Funeral 
SUNDAY:      10/8- 8:45 am - Sunday School 
    8:45 am - Adult Bible Study in Sanctuary 

10 am - 19th Sunday after Pentecost Worship 
- Fellowship following Worship?    

     
 
 
 
Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church  207 University St, Elk Mound, WI 54739     
Pastor Ron Gerl: revgerl@hotmail.com           Office Phone:  715-879-5115         Email: sothlc@sothem.org 
Website www.sothem.org              On Facebook                      Custodian: Terry Stamm 715-379-3728   
Secretary: Kris Jenson  krisjens4@hotmail.com  715-563-1402    
Sunday school Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk   mjfolczyk@yahoo.com  and Holly Sweeney 
hollysweeney65@gmail.com       Giving questions contact: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 
SOTH Autumn Fest Today ! October 1st, from 11 am-2 pm 

 Everyone Invited for food, silent auction, raffles, kids games and a car show!          
Elk Mound Village Park 

Come support our churches’ fundraiser 😊😊  
 

Fred Winger Funeral Service Tuesday, October 3rd @ 1:00 pm at Shepherd of the Hill, pie and 
coffee after. 

Evie Silvernale Funeral Service Saturday, October 7th @ 2 pm at Shepherd of the Hill, visitation 11-2 
prior to service, family hosting potluck after. 

 
Starting next Sunday October 8th weekly adult bible study with Pastor Ron, 8:45 am in the 

sanctuary. 
 

Luther League (6th-12th grade) is going to the NEWSBOYS concert at Pablo Center 11/ 3 
@ 7 pm. Let Kris Jenson know  if you are interested, limited tickets left.  

mailto:revgerl@hotmail.com
mailto:sothlc@sothem.org
http://www.sothem.org/
mailto:krisjens4@hotmail.com
mailto:mjfolczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:hollysweeney65@gmail.com
mailto:barbvadnais1@gmail.com
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SIGN UP TO HOST A SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP (do with your family or friends) Entails: Making/serving 
coffee, cut/serve summer sausage and cheese, and crackers (found in the church 
refrigerator/cabinets), and bring one treat (fruit or sweets or popcorn…you choose).  Then just 
clean up after the event.  This is only sustainable if people volunteer 😊😊  
 
 
MAILING ADDRESSES for those folks who you may want to send words of care/concern/sympathy.  
Please let the secretary know if you would like to be added and/or know someone who might like to 
be. 

 
o John Silvernale  3435 Fairfax St. #13, Eau Claire, WI 54701-5817 
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