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Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving  

12th Sun. after Pentecost            Service of the World    August 28th, 2022 
 

This worship is being livestreamed.  Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your 

agreeing to be on our live broadcast.  

If you are a VISITOR with us today, we are so grateful that God brought you here.  Please sign our Guest 
Book in the church or send an email to sothlc@sothem.org.  We are so glad that God brought you to this time 
of worship.   

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘*’ means please stand as able. 

BELL & PRELUDE           Michelle Young 
WELCOME AND MUTUAL MINISTRY MESSAGES  

GATHERING 
Green #424 GATHERING HYMN Lord of Glory, You Have Brought Us   vs. 1-3 pg. 4 
*  P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ , the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY   God of wisdom and courage, place within our spirits the wisdom and 
courage we need, to not only live out your Good News, but to share it aloud with others.  
Steady us for the rejection we may experience, but also give us the words we need to 
share when someone says, “Tell me more.”  Amen. 

 
GROWING 

Paul finds himself repeatedly defending his life as a devout Jew who abides by the Laws of their faith, 
and yet time and time again they are angered enough to want him killed.  Paul wisely uses whatever 
knowledge he has about his accusers to prevent…or at least postpone his death.  Paul’s revelation 
that his is a Roman citizen, puts the Roman Tribune who is assigned to settle the dispute or punish 
Paul, in a difficult and dangerous position.  He finds a creative way to move Paul out of harms way, 
and to place the burden on someone higher up in the Roman government.  A reading from the 22nd 
and 23rd chapters of Acts. 
30Since [the Roman tribune who had arrested Paul] wanted to find out what Paul was being accused 
of by the Jews, the next day he released [Paul] and ordered the chief priests and the entire council to 
meet. He brought Paul down and had him stand before them. 
1While Paul was looking intently at the council he said, "Brothers, up to this day I have lived my life 
with a clear conscience before God." 2Then the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near him 
to strike him on the mouth. 3At this Paul said to him, "God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are 
you sitting there to judge me according to the law, and yet in violation of the law you order me to be 
struck?" 4Those standing nearby said, "Do you dare to insult God's high priest?" 5And Paul said, "I did 
not realize, brothers, that he was high priest; for it is written, 'You shall not speak evil of a leader of 
your people.'" 
6When Paul noticed that some were Sadducees and others were Pharisees, he called out in the 
council, "Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. I am on trial concerning the hope of the 
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resurrection of the dead." 7When he said this, a dissension began between the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8(The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, or 
angel, or spirit; but the Pharisees acknowledge all three.) 9Then a great clamor arose, and certain 
scribes of the Pharisees' group stood up and contended, "We find nothing wrong with this man. What 
if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?" 10When the dissension became violent, the tribune, fearing 
that they would tear Paul to pieces, ordered the soldiers to go down, take him by force, and bring 
him into the barracks.  11That night the Lord stood near him and said, "Keep up your courage! For 
just as you have testified for me in Jerusalem, so you must bear witness also in Rome."  
12In the morning the Jews joined in a conspiracy and bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor 
drink until they had killed Paul. 13There were more than forty who joined in this conspiracy. 14They 
went to the chief priests and elders and said, "We have strictly bound ourselves by an oath to taste 
no food until we have killed Paul. 15Now then, you and the council must notify the tribune to bring 
him down to you, on the pretext that you want to make a more thorough examination of his case. 
And we are ready to do away with him before he arrives." 
16Now the son of Paul's sister heard about the ambush; so he went and gained entrance to the 
barracks and told Paul. 17Paul called one of the centurions and said, "Take this young man to the 
tribune, for he has something to report to him." 18So he took him, brought him to the tribune, and 
said, "The prisoner Paul called me and asked me to bring this young man to you; he has something 
to tell you." 19The tribune took him by the hand, drew him aside privately, and asked, "What is it that 
you have to report to me?" 20He answered, "The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to 
the council tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire more thoroughly into his case. 21But do 
not be persuaded by them, for more than forty of their men are lying in ambush for him. They have 
bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink until they kill him. They are ready now and are 
waiting for your consent." 22So the tribune dismissed the young man, ordering him, "Tell no one that 
you have informed me of this." 
23Then he summoned two of the centurions and said, "Get ready to leave by nine o'clock tonight for 
Caesarea with two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two hundred spearmen. 24Also provide 
mounts for Paul to ride, and take him safely to Felix the governor." The word of the Lord.  ALL: 
Thanks be to God. 

 
MESSAGE                Pastor Mary Eide 
Green #35  HYMN OF THE DAY Hark the Glad Sound !   p. 5 
  

GIVING 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.* On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead. 
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* OFFERING PRAYER  We freely give back to God what was first given to us, in order to grow 
and build God’s kingdom.   With gratitude and thanksgiving Lord, we offer you our time, 
energy, skills, and the things we treasure.  Receive the gifts we bring, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our strength and our Savior.  Amen.   
 
* PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (L: Merciful God   All: receive our prayer.) 
 
* LORD’S PRAYERS   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen  

*ANNOUNCEMENTS/BLESSING  The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort 

you, and show you the path of life this day and always.  Amen. 
 

* Green #260 SENDING HYMN  On Our Way Rejoicing  p. 6 
 

* DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Love your neighbor.  Thanks be to God. 
* POSTLUDE           Michelle Young 

****************************************************************************** 
SCHEDULE 

TODAY  10:00am  - Worship 
MONDAY  7pm   - AA 
TUESDAY  4-6pm  - Food Pantry 
WEDNESDAY 6pm   - Sunday School Meeting 
FRIDAY:         10am-Noon - Food Pantry 
SUNDAY:   10:00am  - Worship  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
COMING SOON:  RALLY SUNDAY, Sept. 11 beginning at 9am.  This is a multi-generational event 
to kick off our school year which begins during Sunday School time and moves into our 
worship time.  Together we will celebrate a new school year of learning, praying, singing, and 
service to others.  * * * In worship we will recognize those reaching milestones: 3rd graders getting 
Bibles, 4th graders receiving Small Catechisms, and blessing EVERYONE who is involved in schools 
and childcare throughout the school year.   
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