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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

Baptism of our Lord    Service of the Word      January 8, 2023 

This worship is being livestreamed.  Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your 
agreeing to be on our live broadcast.  

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘*’ means please stand as able. 
 
PRELUDE             Michelle Young 
WELCOME/MINISTRY MOMENT 
 

GATHERING  
*Blue #647  GATHERING HYMN   “When Jesus Came to Jordan” 

 
 
 
 
* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ , the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
 

“When Jesus Came to Jordan” 
was reprinted with permission 
under One License #A-724679.  
All rights reserved 
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* CALL TO WORSHIP (Please respond with bold text) 
God has called us in the waters of baptism. Come, Holy Spirit. 
God has claimed us as beloved children. Come, Holy Spirit.  
God has raised us to new life. Come, Holy Spirit.1 

 
*KYRIE  
In peace let us pray to the Lord.  Lord have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for all salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of Christ, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord.  Lord have mercy.  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord 
have mercy.  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 
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* P: The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY  Let us pray. Righteous God, you sent your son Jesus to be baptized by 
John in the Jordan, so that all might hear the proclamation of your love. Make us voices 
of proclamation, so that all might know of your love through our words and our actions. 
We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen1 

 

GROWING 
Listen to the final words of God in the Old Testament Books, as spoken through the Prophet Malachi.  
In these words God offers BOTH the way to live right with God, AND I signal as to when God will 
begin doing something new and big in the world. After this, God was silent for 400 years.  A reading 
from the book of the Prophet Malachi, chapter 4, beginning in verse 1. 
4:1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 
neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with 
healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.  
4 Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I commanded him 
at Horeb for all Israel.  5 See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of 
the LORD comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of children to 
their parents, so that I will not come and strike the land with a curse. The word of the Lord.  Thanks 
be to God. 
Last week we read through Jesus’ genealogy, which in the Gospel of Matthew is followed by the birth 
of Jesus.  From there the book reminds us how Joseph, Mary, and Jesus had to flee to Egypt in the 
middle of the night, to escape the madness of King Herod – who greatly feared the news that a king 
had been born.  While they escaped, far too many innocent lives were taken.  They eventually return.  
Then, according to God’s time, Jesus moves closer to the beginning of his public life of ministry.  Like 
our own faith life story, Jesus’ begins with his baptism.  Unlike us, he did not need this to become 
right with God.  But instead he does it as proof that God’s prophecies are fulfilled through Jesus, and 
also as an example for all who want to live within the power of God’s love and forgiveness. THE 
HOLY GOSPEL according to Matthew the 3rd chapter Glory to you, O Lord   
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 
said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’” 4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 
all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins.  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I 
baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 
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he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 
him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  
The Gospel of the Lord  All: Praise to you O Christ. 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE/SERMON          Pastor Mary Eide 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”  page 6 
    

GIVING 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.* On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

 

The OFFERING PLATE is located at the entrance of the church sanctuary. 
Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to (Mailing address: 207 
University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739  – OR – as a ‘bill pay’ on your bank account – OR – go to 
https://www.sothem.org/give  to make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up an account 
with GivePlus offers you control over the amount & timing of your giving. 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER O God, you call upon us to bear good fruit. Accept these gifts as a sign 
of our commitment to you and the world you have created, in Jesus’ name. Amen.1  
PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (L: Merciful God,  All: You hear our prayer.) 
 
* LORD’S PRAYERS   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen  

* ANNOUNCEMENTS/BLESSING  Go now into God’s world empowered by f the Holy Spirit, ☩ through 

Christ Jesus for whom we wait.  Amen. 
 

* Blue #629 SENDING HYMN “All Earth is Hopeful”  p.7 
 

* CLOSING LITANY/DISMISSAL 
We have come to the river. We know we need to change.  
We have gone our own way. We have done our own thing.  
We have felt entitled to God’s abundance. We have not shared what we have.  
By all rights you should reject us, Condemn us for our wrongdoing.  
But instead you call us into the water. You wash us clean by the Holy Spirit.  
We go under the water and die to our sin, Then rise up, a new creation in Christ.  
You declare us your beloved children, And we are filled with joy. 1 
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 
* POSTLUDE           Michelle Young  
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THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS 
TODAY  8:45am   - Sunday School Classes 
   10:00am  - Worship 
   11:00am  - Fellowship  
MONDAY  7pm   - AA Meeting 
TUESDAY  4-6pm  - Food Pantry 
   6pm  ̀   - Finance 
WEDNESDAY 3:20pm  - 7th-8th gr. Confirmation class   
FRIDAY:        10am-Noon - Food Pantry 
     
SUNDAY:   8:45am   - Sunday School Classes 
   10:00am  - Communion Worship  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MARK JANUARY 29th on your calendars for our ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING/BURNING OF 

THE MORTGAGE/WORSHIP/POTLUCK, it all starts at 10am with a brief worship service. 

FROM COUNCIL:  Upcoming proposal for Annual Meeting. 
The proposed change is to Chapter 18, Part IV, Line 4 
Current: At its annual meeting, the congregation shall elect a Church Council of fifteen (15) 
members. 
Proposed change: At its annual meeting, the congregation shall elect a Church Council of up to 
fifteen (15) members. 
 

NO CONFIRMATION CLASS on Wednesday, January 18th  

 
Get your taste buds ready for Luther League SUPERBOWL SUBS…forms in January 2023 newsletter; 
and once again, Steve Sweeney is offering FREE DELIVERY in the Elk Mound area. 
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church  207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org Website www.sothem.org  On Facebook 
Pastor Mary Eide (C) 715-308-0652  meide@luthersem.edu    Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728     
Sunday School Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mjfolczyk@yahoo.com and Holly Sweeney 
hollysweeney65@gmail.com      
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS028313. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common 
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.   One License Podcast / Streaming License A-724679/ CCLI Streaming License #1727740 
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“Christ, For When You Were Baptized ” 
was reprinted with permission under 
One License #A-724679.  All rights 
reserved  
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“All Earth is Hopeful ” was reprinted with 
permission under One License #A-
724679.  All rights reserved  

 
 


