First Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2025
Shepherd of the Hill ELCA, 10 am

“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love
by Gathering, Growing, Giving.”
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Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your agreement to be on our live broadcast.

INTRODUCTION

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the
day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all
people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we
vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have:
Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the
promises of God.

Please stand for the parts of the service designated with T

The congregation’s parts are in bold type.

GATHERING
The Holy spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME

T CANDLE LIGHTING

On this first Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of PEACE

Peace Made Possible

Jesus invites us into a change of mindset, to be agents of peace, offering us a new
possibility for relating to others, a way of peace.

T CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, '+ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose
salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.



Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves

for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears,

reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war.
We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake.

Free us from self-reliance,

and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing,

and awaken us to your advent among us,

that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve,

but according to God’s own righteousness.
*+ You are freed and forgiven,

saved by grace,

and ready to welcome the Savior.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG “My Lord, What a Morning” WOV 627

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.
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| Have mer-c¢y on us, Lord, and hcar our sol-emn  prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out yourgrace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate  in  us new hearts!



T CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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I Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we mnow ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur- pass-ing worth:
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Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a - bove;
Ho - ly Ome in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
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on the cross you died to  save us; now youreign at  God's right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther's splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

T PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Our First Reading is from the 2nd chapter of ISAIAH

Isaiah 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the
worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”

! The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to come the
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. >Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. *He shall judge between the nations and shall
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any

more. > O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



HYMN “Go Tell It on The Mountain” LBW 70

Please join in reading responsively Psalm 122

| was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” (Ps. 122:1)
11 was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

2Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself;

“4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, the assembly of Israel, to praise the
name of the Lord.

> For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David.

® Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.

" Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers.

8 For the sake of my kindred and companions, | pray for your prosperity.

9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, | will seek to do you good.”

Our Second Reading is from the 13th chapter of ROMANS

Romans 13:11-14

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of
Christ’s coming in the future.

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 1? the night
is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not
in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. **Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

T GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Let it burn like fire with-in  us; speak un - tl our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

T GOSPEL: MATTHEW 24:36-44
The Holy Gospel according to the 24th chapter of Matthew Glory to you, O Lord.



Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be
aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 3¢ “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 3’ For as the days of Noah were, so will be
the coming of the Son of Man. 3 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 3 and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming
of the Son of Man. *°Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be
left. ** Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be
left. > Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. ** But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his
house be broken into. ** Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an hour you do not expect.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O, Christ.
SERMON Lay Minister Keith Lee
T HYMN OF THE DAY “ Wake, Awake for Night is Flying” LBW 31
T NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen

T PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay
leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your
paths. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to
care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of
hate and transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of
war to sow peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions
who are ill or despairing (especially). Surround all with care and consolation. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships
fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and
sponsors in their care for others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us
with all the saints (especially) to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home.
God of grace, hear our prayer.



Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

T GREETING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please share God'’s peace saying, “Peace be with you” or similar words.

OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER

Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this
meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your
kingdom come.

Amen.

T LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

T BLESSING

May God who comes among us, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.
Amen.

T SENDING SONG “Fling Wide the Door ” LBW 32

T DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.



Presiding Minister Lay Minister Keith Lee

Musician Lorin Divine
Acolyte Rayne Peterson
Usher Tim Jenson
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Readers for Advent Candle Lighting needed. Sign-up sheet and readings on the
WELCOME table in the gathering area. Families, friends, all are encouraged.

We are having Love Lights again this year with the proceeds going toward the
Christmas for Kids fund and the General Fund. Forms in the gathering area.

Our Advent series starts today Sunday, November 30",

\

- i:::sts:ble

Advent Worship Series
November 30" Peace Made Possible
December 7" Hope Made Possible
December 14" Joy Made Possible
December 21** Love Made Possible

Shepherd of the Hill - Worship 10 am




Ghephend of the Hill Chwiistmas. Pregnoam
Clvuistimas. Creatures of Bethlehem!
Sunday, Qecember 14 @ 10 am

W-ELCA Annual Lefse, Bake and Craft Sale

This year, the W-ELCA is inviting everyone in the congregation to make baked goods, and
lefse for the annual bake sale.

Those that are crafty folks are also welcome to make items for the event. All monies from the
sales that day go to the W-ELCA group, to be used to purchase items needed for the church.

Date: Sunday, December 14"
Time: following the Sunday School Christmas program that day.

Lefse making: If you know how to make lefse or want to learn, come join us!
e December 12th, 1:00 pm untildone...make the potatoes

e December 13th, 9:00 am until noon...make the lefse

e December 14th, bake sale/lefse/crafts... no sales until after the Christmas program

Candlelighl Service
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Giving Through our Website

Our website provides the opportunity to give donations on-line at any time without banking
information. Most people are using credit cards today and not writing checks and now this includes
the option of supporting the continuing work of Christ here at Shepherd of the Hill. Even if you
only watch our streaming of worship services, you will now have the flexibility to make offerings
from your home!

Worship Assistance Needed
Ushers, readers, communion assistants and livestream helpers are needed.
Helping to lead worship is a very rewarding way to use your talents and gifts.
Training and support are offered for all positions. To volunteer please reach
out to Tim Jenson for ushering, Kris Jenson, the church secretary, or a
member of the worship committee for reading and communion assisting, and
to Billy Heltne or Tim Jenson for live streaming. Thank you for prayerfully
considering these forms of discipleship.



Pastor Natalie's Office Hours:
Pastor Natalie's office hours are Wednesday from 10 am to 2 pm or by appointment.

You may call Pastor Natalie's cell phone 715-829-8324 to see if she can meet you
Monday - Thursday.

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS

SUNDAY 11/30 - NO Sunday School
10 am - First Sunday of Advent
MONDAY 12/1 7 pm - AA Meeting
TUESDAY 12/2 11:30-12:30 - Pop-Up Food Pantry, EM Village Hall
4-6 pm - Food Pantry
WEDNESDAY 12/3 3:20pm - Confirmation
FRIDAY 12/5 10-Noon - Food Pantry
SUNDAY 12/7 8:45am - Sunday School
10 am - 2" Sunday of Advent, communion

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church
207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739
Phone: 715-879-5115 Email: sothlc@sothem.org
Website: www.sothem.org  Facebook: Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church

Pastor Natalie Leske 715-829-8324 pastorleske.soth@gmail.com
Lay Minister Keith Lee 715-829-4480 keithlee0051@gmail.com
Secretary Kris Jenson 715-563-1402 krisiens4 @hotmail.com
Custodian Terry Stamm 715-379-3728
Sunday School Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mjfolczyk@gmail.com

and Holly Sweeney hollysweeney65@gmail.com

Giving questions contact: Barb Vadnais barbvadnaisl@gmail.com
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