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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church — ELCA
"Encouraging faith and proclaiming God's love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.”

22" Sunday after Pentecost REFORMATION SUNDAY October 29, 2023

This worship is being livestreamed. Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your
agreeing to be on our live broadcast.

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and * means please stand as able.

PRELUDE
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES Pastor Keith Lee
Reader: Barb Vadnais Acolyte: mystery guest Video: Dave Young Usher: 7im Jenson

GATHERING

* GREETING The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

* GATHERING HYMN A Mighty Fortress is our God LBW#229- all verses

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield vic
torious; he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod
and wins salvation glorious. The old satanic foe
has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dreadful might
he arms himself to fight. On earth he has no equal.

No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, re
jected. But now a champion comes to fight, whom

God himself elected. You ask who this may be?

The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,

God's only Son, adored. He holds the field victorious.

Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to de
vour us, we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they

cannot overpow'r us. Let this world's tyrant rage;

in battle we'll engage! His might is doomed to fail;

God's judgment must prevail! One little word subdues him.
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God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who

fear it; for God himself fights by our side with

weapons of the Spirit. Were they to take our house,

goods, honor, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day. The kingdom's ours forever!

“A Mighty fortress is our God” was reprinted with
Permission under One License #A-7240679,
All rights reserved.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship

* CONFESSION Blessed be God, the one who forms us, *F Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who
makes our joy complete. Amen. Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by
the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of
others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust
demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

* FORGIVENESS Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s
compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In & Christ, you
are already and always forgiven.

Amen.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your
people. By your Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly for
all our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

* HYMN OF PRAISE Praise God from whom All Blessings Flow LBW#564

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

GROWING
Our first reading is from the 19t chapter of Leviticus.
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First Reading: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 NIV

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In
The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be holy because God is holy. Holiness is lived out as
God'’s people exercise justice and love in their dealings with one another. We are to love our
neighbors as ourselves

The LorD spoke to Moses, saying: 2'Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy
because I, the Lord your God, am holy. 1>“Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor
or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. Do not go about spreading

slander among your people. “Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD.
17"Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in
their guilt. 18“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love
your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lorp. 1° "Keep my decrees. “Do not mate different kinds of
animals. “Do not plant your field with two kinds of seed “"Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of
material.

Here ends the first reading. C: Thanks be to God.

Please join in reading Psalm 1 responsively.

Psalm: Psalm 1 NIV

1 Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take
or sit in the company of mockers,

2 but whose delight is in the law of the LorDp, and who meditates on his law day and
night.

3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose
leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers.

4 Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
6 For the LorD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked leads to
destruction.

Our second reading is from the 15t Thessalonians 2" chapter.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 NIV

Paul uses maternal imagery to depict the caring and nurturing relationship he shares with the
Thessalonian Christians. When he first came to their city it was not to benefit himself but to share the
gospel with them, which was his responsibility as an apostile of Christ.

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2but though we
had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our
God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3For our appeal does not spring
from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please
God who tests our hearts. °As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of
flattery or with a pretext for greed; ®nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from
others, “though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you,
like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply do we care for you that we are
determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have
become very dear to us.

Here ends the second reading. C: Thanks be to God. *Please stand as you are able.
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 22" chapter. C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46

Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by summarizing the law of God in just two
commandments and by demonstrating the Messiah must be more than the son of David.

3%When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 3°and
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 3¢“Teacher, which commandment in the law
is the greatest?” 3’He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 3°And a second is
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 90n these two commandments hang all the law and
the prophets.” “Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this

guestion: 4**What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of
David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, **The Lord
said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 4If David thus
calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 4No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day
did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

The Gospel of the Lord, C: Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Keith Lee

* HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace LBW#448

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that
saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but
now am found; was blind, but now I see.

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and
grace my fears relieved how precious did that
grace appear the hour I first believed!

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I
have already come; 'tis grace has brought me
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me; his
word my hope secures; he will my shield and
portion be as long as life endures.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807 m



*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell.* On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
*Or, He descended to the dead. ** universal

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you give the law that your people live by it and flourish. Write your law on the hearts of all
who bear your name, and teach us to love your commandments, that we live as you intend. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you plant the earth and water it and bring forth a fruitful harvest. Send favorable weather,
just wages, and the bounty of your abundance to all who are engaged in the labor of harvest. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you watch over the ways of the righteous and judge your people with fairness. Guide
judges, courts, elected officials, and all those tasked with upholding the law, inspiring them with your
wisdom and zeal for justice. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you hold your people in love and surround them with your mercy. Draw near to all who are
in need (especially). Be their rest and comfort. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you call us to love one another as we love ourselves. Give us the will and patience to love
those who are difficult to love. Bless all the ministries of this congregation through which we show
love for our neighbors (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Holy God, you have broken the chains of death and daily make all things new. We give you thanks for
the witness of reformers like Martin Luther and all the saints. We pray that your transformative spirit
is at work in us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unending love
and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

The OFFERING PLATE is located at the entrance of the church sanctuary. Your generous giving
supports God'’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill.

* OFFERING PRAYER O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who
gave himself for us. Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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*OFFERING HYMN  We are an Offering ELW#692

We are an Offering
We lift our voices we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an
offering. Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands, Lord use our
lives, they are yours: we are an offering. All that we have, all that we are,
all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
We are an offering, we are an offering.

Text: Dwight Liles, b. 1957

* LORD'S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

* BENEDICTION
* ANNOUNCEMENTS

* BLESSING The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in
you, bless you now and forever. Amen.

* SENDING HYMN  Lord of All Hopefulness LBW#469

Lord of All Hopefulness
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, whose trust, ever
child-like, no cares could destroy: be there at our waking, and
give us, we pray, your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, whose strong hands were
skilled at the plane and the lathe: be there at our labors, and
give us, we pray, your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, your hands swift
to welcome, your arms to embrace: be there at our homing, and
give us, we pray, your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, whose voice is con
tentment, whose presence is balm: be there at our sleeping, and
give us, we pray, your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

“Lord of Al Hopefulness” was reprinted with permission
underOne Licanse #A-724679 and CCU 81727740
All rights reserved

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953




* DISMISSAL Go in peace and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*BELLS/POSTLUDE Michelle Young

NANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS

TODAY 10/29- 8:45 am - Sunday School
8:45 am - Adult Bible Study
10 am - 22" Sunday after Pentecost worship/ Reformation Sunday
MONDAY 10/30- 9:30-11:30 am - Secretary in Office
7 pm - AA Meeting
TUESDAY 10/31- 4-6 pm - Food Pantry
WEDNESDAY 11/1- 3:20 pm - Confirmation
FRIDAY 11/3- 10-Noon - Food Pantry
7 pm - NEWSBOYS concert @ Pablo Center
SUNDAY 11/5- 8:45 am - Sunday School
8:45 am - Adult Bible Study
10 am - 23 Sunday after Pentecost, All Saints Day, worship with
Communion

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church 207 University St, EIk Mound, W1 54739 Pastor Ron Gerl: revgerl@hotmail.com
Office Phone: 715-879-5115 Email: sothlc@sothem.org Website www.sothem.org On Facebook

Secretary: Kris Jenson krisjensd@hotmail.com 715-563-1402 Custodian: Terry Stamm 715-379-3728

Sunday school Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mijfolczyk@yahoo.com and Holly Sweeney hollysweeney65@gmail.com
Giving questions contact: Barb Vadnais barbvadnaisl@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please keep the family of Bishop Bob Berg in your thoughts and prayers,; his funeral was Friday 10/27
at Trinity Lutheran in Eau Claire.

Next Sunday 11/5 is All Saints Day and during worship we will remember our church family we have
lost since 2022 All Saints Day.

Luther League Event- Dinner and then NEWSBOYS CONCERT! Friday November 3.
Weekly Adult Bible Study with Pastor Ron, 8:45 am in the sanctuary. All are Welcome!

SIGN UP TO HOST A SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP (with your family and/ or friends)!

Entails: Making/serving coffee, cut/serve summer sausage and cheese, and crackers (found in the
church refrigerator/cabinets), and bring one treat (fruit or sweets or popcorn...you choose). Then
just clean up after the event. T7his is only sustainable if people volunteer ©

MAILING ADDRESSES for those folks who you may want to send words of care/concern.
Please let the secretary know if you would like to be added and/or know someone who
might like to receive some cheer in the mail.

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028313. New
Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission. One License Podcast / Streaming License A-724679/ CCLI Streaming License #1727740
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