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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church- ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving” 

13th Sunday after Pentecost Service of the Word for online worship August 30, 2020 

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response  
 

GATHERING 
WELCOME and MUTUAL MINISTRY 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Jeremiah 16) 
ONE:  You understand, LORD! 
ALL:  Please remember me and act on my behalf. 
ONE:  When your words turned up, I feasted on them; 
ALL:  Your words became my joy, the delight of my heart. 
ONE:  Because many people around me do not believe in you, it can be hard to stay strong in 
your word; my faith may falter.   
ALL:  How do I fend off their complaints and doubts?  
ONE: “They will not triumph over you, because I am with you,” declares the LORD. 
ALL:  I give thanks to you Lord, for you understand me.   
 
* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ , the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.   And also with you. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY  O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of 
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of 
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

GROWING 

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is 
the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics 
but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of 
others, we seek to live at peace with all people. 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans, chapter 16  
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 
serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to 
the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for 
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends 
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on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the 
wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your 
enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing 
this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good.   The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus 
reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a 
disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.” 
The Gospel according to Matthew the 16th chapter,  All: Glory to you O Lord.      
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show 
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen 
to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 
me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they 
gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 
   
SERMON          Pastor Mary Eide - 
MUSIC TO MEDITATE ON Listen and be filled with God’s peace.   Jennifer Kinblom 
 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended 
into hell.* On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

 

NOTE: Remember that you can give to God’s ministry here at Shepherd by making a one time 
or monthly offering at our website (www.sothem.org). Go to GIVE tab which sends you to a 
secured site.  You can also mail in offerings to 207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739 

 
* OFFERTORY PRAYER Generous God, thank you for all you have given to us in life, and 
for teaching us how to be generous like you.  We give our  financial offerings as a sign 
of our trust in you, and our desire to be part of what you are doing in the world.  Bless 
the offering we give of our time, and talents, and treasures.  Amen   
 

 

http://www.sothem.org/
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* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  (P: Hear us O God… All: Your mercy is great)  
 
LORD’S PRAYERS  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS * *  Next Sunday worship will ONLY BE ONLINE at 10am.  The NW 
Synod Staff is creating a pre-recorded worship that will be posted on our Facebook page and 
on our website at www.sothem.org  
    * *  September newsletter should be in your mailboxes this week too.   
 
* BLESSING  May God be merciful to you and bless you; may the light of God’s face shine 

upon you, and give you his peace. In the name of God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and 

the Holy Spirit, the comforter.  Amen. 
 
* CLOSING HYMN ELW #798  “Will You Come and Follow Me 

(Pastor will sing verse 1, congregation verses 4 & 5) 
* DISMISSAL  Go in peace knowing Jesus Christ is with you always.  Thanks be to God.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
SCHEDULE /ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Monday 6:30pm Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday 4-6pm  Food Pantry  
Wednesday  2pm   LIVE with God on Facebook (short worship)  
Friday  10am-12pm  Food Pantry 
Sunday  10am   Pre-recorded worship from the NW Synod of WI-ELCA  on 
Facebook and posted later at www.sothem.org ) 
 
***NO IN-PERSON WORSHIP SEPT. 6…a special pre-recorded worship will be on 
website www.sothem.org and our Facebook page 
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  
Find us on Facebook, too!    Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu                               
                                              Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 

 
 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS028313. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. 

 

http://www.sothem.org/
http://www.sothem.org/
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Pastor will sing verse 1 
Congregation joins in for 
verses 4 & 5 

 

 Reprinted with permission under One 
License #A-724679 
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WORSHIP NOTES 
is provided for ANYONE to use for in-home conversation or personal reflection 
 
Today’s reading from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the church in Rome highlights how we are 
called to live in right and loving relationships with ALL people…not just those who 
believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior.  This is an important point to consider in our lives, 
especially when we live in a time when people seem to be divided from one another is so 
many ways.   It’s one thing to kid one another about whether or not we are Packer or Viking 
fans; but it’s something all together different when people act harshly (even hatefully) against 
others because of their: 

• Race 

• Religion 

• Political party 

• Or Sexuality 
 
Because for centuries people had separated themselves based on their religion or place of 
origin, Paul’s message was pretty radical at the time.  And yet, being willing to talk with people 
from many different backgrounds was absolutely vital for the Christian Church to spread 
beyond the borders of Israel.   
 
As you re-read the Romans 16:9-21, name some of the behaviors/actions Paul is encouraging  
Christians to have in their lives?   
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
What are some of the roadblocks Paul anticipates Christians will have when sharing the Good 
News of God’s love through belief in Jesus?  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
(YES or NO) Are Paul  (in Roman’s text) and Jesus (in Matthew’s gospel) PROMISING life will 
always be easy as a Christian?  
 
In Matthew’s gospel, what does Jesus say we will GAIN by following him?  And why is this 
important to your message of what you believe as a Christian?   
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Looking for a way to have the Bible at your fingertips?  Along with great devotionals that help 
you connect your daily life to your faith?  Check this out (FREE): 
https://www.youversion.com/the-bible-app/ 
 
This is a great (and FREE) way to start your day with a word from God. 
https://d365.org/ 

https://www.youversion.com/the-bible-app/
https://d365.org/

