
 

Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday  
Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church - ELCA 

February 15, 2026, 10 am 
 

“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love 
by Gathering, Growing, Giving.” 

 

 
 
 

  Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your agreement to be on our live broadcast. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a 
close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus 
is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory 
sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash 
Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside 
the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the 
penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter. 

Please stand for the parts of the service designated with ✞ 

The congregation’s parts are in bold type. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

WELCOME 
 

✞ CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who 
spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 
Amen. 

 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
            

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Mighty God, lover of justice,  
you call us to life in community,  
but we have served our own interests  

 



 
 
at the expense of our neighbors.  
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.  
We say the right words,  
but our hearts are far from you.  
Turn us to seek your face.  
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,  
that we may do justice, love mercy,  
and walk humbly with you, our God.  
Amen. 
 

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of 
water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin 

in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the 
gift of peace.  
Amen. 
 

✞ GATHERING SONG             “Shine, Jesus, Shine”              WOV 651 
 

✞ GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

 

✞ KYRIE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

✞ CANTICLE OF PRAISE 



 
 

 

✞ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God,  
in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness 
of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved 
Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your 
glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

BAPTISM 
 

Holy Baptism 
 

 God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope   
through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us  
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united  
with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the  
Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 
 

Presentation 
I present  Violet Elizabeth  for baptism. 

 

Parents 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have  
Violet Elizabeth baptized into Christ? 
Response: I do. 



 
As you bring Violet Elizabeth to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: 
to live with her among God's faithful people, 
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,                                     
and the Ten Commandments, 
place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
so that Violet Elizabeth may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help Violet Elizabeth grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Response: I do. 

 
Sponsors 
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Violet Elizabeth in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 
Response: I do. 

 

The Assembly 
People of God, do you promise to support Violet Elizabeth and pray for her in her new life in 
Christ? 
We do. 

 

Profession of Faith 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 

 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 

 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving Prayer At The Font 
Water may be poured. 
Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You are the fire of 
rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe life in our dry bones. 
Your Son, Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that that the world may know your peace 
and truth. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, and breathe new life into those who are here baptized. By your 
Spirit adopt us all as your children, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Baptism 
Violet Elizabeth, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters 
and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 

Laying hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 
Sustain Violet Elizabeth with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Violet Elizabeth, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever.                                                                                                                 
Amen. 
 

Welcome 
A lighted candle is given to the newly baptized. 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving 
thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

 



 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 24:12-18 
A reading from the 24th chapter of EXODUS. 

 

At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and forty nights. The 
“glory of the Lord” settled on the mountain, and on the seventh day God called out to Moses. 
On the mountain God gave Moses the stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments. 
 

12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I will give you 
the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 
instruction.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the 
mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come back to you.  
Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
  15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory 
of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day 
he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like 
a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites. 18 Moses entered 
the cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty 
nights. 
 

The Word of the Lord.                 Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM 2 
Please join in reading responsively Psalm 2 
1 Why are the nations in an uproar? Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together, 
against the Lord and against the Lord’s anointed? 
3 “Let us break their yoke,” they say; “let us cast off their bonds from us.” 
4 God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; 
the Lord holds them in derision.  
5 Then in wrath God speaks to them, and in rage fills them with terror. 
6 “As for me, I have anointed my king 
upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 
7 Let me announce the decree of the Lord, who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I 
begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance 
and the ends of the earth for your possession.  
9 You shall crush them with an iron rod and shatter them like a piece of pottery.” 
10 And now, you kings, be wise; 
be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
11 Submit to the Lord with fear, and with trembling bow in worship; 
12 lest the Lord be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath. 
Happy are all who take refuge in God!  

 



 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21 
A reading from 2nd Peter the 1st chapter. 

 

At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. By the 
activity of the Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard through the word of scripture. 
 

16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he 
received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 
Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18 We 
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
  19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive 
to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter 
of one’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and 
women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 

The Word of the Lord.                 Thanks be to God. 

 
✞ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
✞ GOSPEL: MATTHEW 17:1-9 
The Holy Gospel according to the 17th chapter of Matthew           Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to Peter, 
James, and John in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration. 
 

1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 
high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone 
like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses 
and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if 
you wish, I will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a 
voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to  



 

him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by 
fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when 
they raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 9 As they were coming 
down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of 
Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.        Praise to you, O, Christ. 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
 

MESSAGE         Pastor Natalie Leske 
 

✞ HYMN OF THE DAY   “ How Good, Lord, to Be here”   LBW 89 
 

✞ APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
He was conceived by the Holy  Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to hell.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

✞ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

 

                                         A brief silence. 
 

Revealing God, your Spirit sustains the church. Strengthen the faithful with the revelation of 
Christ transfigured, that we may joyfully follow him in the way of the cross. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Life-giving God, creation is full of your majesty. Nurture in us a deep respect for the 
interdependence of all life, and make us wise and vigilant stewards of your good earth. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 



 

Peacemaking God, the nations are in turmoil. We pray for an end to violent conflict. Give 
wisdom to negotiators and sanctuary to refugees. Defend any who are in danger. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
 

Healing God, you desire wholeness for all people. Bring healing to any who are experiencing 
illness, chronic pain, or mental anguish. Comfort the dying and those who grieve (especially). 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Holy God, in our worship we glimpse your glory, hear your voice, and receive assurance of 
your love. Inspire all who prepare, lead, and participate in worship to serve you with 
reverence and joy. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

✞ GREETING OF PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    And also with you.  

            Please share a greeting of peace with one another. 
 

OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER 
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who 
love you, thorough your Word you reveal the wideness of your mercy.  Use what we have 
gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

    

COMMUNION 
✞ DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

✞ PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

   …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 



 

 ✞ THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the 
way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love 
and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your 
own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to 
the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in 
bondage to prejudice and sin. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: this cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the 
way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love 
and light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
 

The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your 
own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news 
to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in 
bondage to prejudice and sin. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall 
return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 
 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.  
 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen.  
 

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing 
in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.  



 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

     
✞ LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

   SHARING THE MEAL 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body 
and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that that 
our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

✞ BLESSING 
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise  

☩ bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

✞ SENDING SONG            “We Are Marching in the Light of God ”      WOV 650 
 

✞ DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.       Thanks be to God. 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Presiding Leader           Pastor Natalie Leske 
Musician                 Lorin Divine 
Acolyte         Hailey Davis 
Usher              ?, Tim Jenson 
Video            Billy Heltne 
Reader           Diane Rose 
Communion         
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Ushers, readers, communion assistants and livestream helpers are needed. 
Helping to lead worship is a very rewarding way to use your talents and gifts. Training and support 
are offered for all positions. To volunteer or if you have questions, please reach out to Head Usher 
Tim Jenson for ushering, Kris Jenson, the church secretary for reading and communion assisting, and 
to Billy Heltne or Tim Jenson for livestreaming. 
Thank you for prayerfully considering these forms of discipleship. 

 
If you are a VISITOR with us today, we are so grateful that God brought you here. Please share 
your name and contact info in either the Guest Book or a Visitor info sheet found in the Gathering 
Area. 

 

    
 

 
 

Lent Soup Suppers begin Wednesday, February 25 @ 6 pm! 
Sign Up sheets are in the gathering area.  

Soups, sandwiches and desserts are appreciated! 
All are welcome to join us for this special fellowship.  

Thank you! 



 
 

Pastor Natalie's Office Hours: 
Pastor Natalie's office hours are Wednesday from 10 am to 2 pm or by appointment.  
 

You may call Pastor Natalie's cell phone 715-829-8324 to see if she can meet you 
Monday - Thursday.  

 

 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS 

    SUNDAY  2/15     - NO Sunday School 
         10 am               - Transfiguration of Our Lord, communion 
    MONDAY  2/16      6 pm   - AA Meeting 
    TUESDAY  2/17      4-6 pm   - Food Pantry 
    WEDNESDAY 2/18       6 pm    - Finance Meeting 
         7 pm    - Ash Wednesday Worship 
    THURSDAY 2/19       6 pm    - Church Council Meeting  
    FRIDAY  2/20     10-noon   - Food Pantry 
    SUNDAY  2/22       8:45 am   - Sunday School 

10 am                   - 1st Sunday in Lent 
- Sunday school sings!  

 

 

 

Mailing Addresses of folks to send words of sympathy, care or cheer. 
Please let the secretary know if you would like to be added. 

o    Carol Stuckert: 216 Mound Park Dr.  Elk Mound, WI 54739  
o  Liz Troyer: 209 E Menomonie St. #185  Elk Mound, WI 54739 

 
 

 

 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church 
                       207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739 

              Phone: 715-879-5115   Email: sothlc@sothem.org 
        Website: www.sothem.org        Facebook: Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church  
       Pastor Natalie Leske 715-829-8324                         pastorleske.soth@gmail.com 
       Lay Minister Keith Lee 715-829-4480                      keithlee0051@gmail.com 
       Secretary Kris Jenson 715-563-1402                        krisjens4@hotmail.com 
       Custodian Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 

    Sunday School Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk   mjfolczyk@gmail.com 
and Holly Sweeney                                             hollysweeney65@gmail.com 

       Giving questions contact: Ali Sullivan                          bookkeeper@sothem.org  
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