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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

Thankoffering Sunday   Light the Way for Justice and for Love     November 14, 2021  

 

This worship is being livestreamed.  Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your agreeing 
to be on our live broadcast.  

 
There is great joy in gathering with one another to lift up praise and thanksgiving to God.  Measures 
have been put in place to provide a safe environment for us to gather in church to worship.  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
PRELUDE             Michelle Young 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES  

GATHERING 

Green Hymnal #433 OPENING HYMN  The Church of Christ, in Every Age verses 1-2 

 

“The 
Church of 
Christ, in 
Every Age”   
was 
reprinted 
with 
permission 
under One 
License #A-
724679.  All 
rights 
reserved  
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the 
rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gracious gift of baptism. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the waters at 

creation.  You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living 

things. 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery to freedom.  In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the 
rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and 
freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ has 
brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of 
the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with Christ; 
and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and female, 
but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 
* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.   And also with you. 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY O God of justice and love, you light our way through life with the words 
of your Son.  Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.   

GROWING 
As a prophet of God, Micah has the job of bringing God’s complaints against the people, directly to the 
people.  God makes the case that the people have become complacent, forgetful, ungrateful, and 
disloyal to the God who has created a great nation of them, supporting and protecting  them.  Their 
worship offerings are given without real thought or purpose, no longer representing thanksgiving, love 
or respect for God.  Is it possible we can see ourselves in this story? Listen now for what God is asking 
of us.  A reading from the Prophet Micah, the 6th chapter. 
1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your 
voice.  2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel.  3"O my people, what 
have I done to you?   In what have I wearied you? Answer me!   4For I brought you up from the land 
of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam.  5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,  what Balaam son of Beor 
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,  that you may know the saving acts of the 
LORD."  6"With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high?   Shall I come 
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of 
rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,  the fruit of 
my body for the sin of my soul?"  8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  The word of 
the Lord.   ALL: Thanks be to God. 
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These words of Jesus are part of his iconic “Sermon on the Mount,” and are spoken very early in his 
ministry.  He offers those who hear his words an image of the kingdom of God he has brought near to 
the hearers of his words, and witnesses to his miraculous healings.  His message to the people could 
not be any different from the message of the world they live in, a world where people with power, 
position, riches and are valued.  Hear how Jesus teaches us that our lives, actions, and words DO 
MATTER…when they give glory to God. May we have ears to hear God’s message for our lives.   
 
The Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter.  All: Glory to you O Lord. 
13"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
14"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts 
it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven.  The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE            Pastor Mary Eide 
Green Hymnal #433 HYMN OF THE DAY  The Church of Christ, in Every Age verses 3-5  (page 1) 
 

GIVING 

THANKOFFERING   As we make our Thankofferings today, we share in a tradition that goes 
back to the 1800s or even earlier. Then, when it seemed that there was not enough 
money to carry out the work of the church, the women would act together as “cent” or 
“mite” societies. Each woman would set aside offerings at home throughout the year in 
thanksgiving for blessings received. And on occasion, the women would come together as 
we do today, joining their offerings together to support ministry of many kinds. 

When Women of the ELCA was formed in 1987, we committed to continue this 
tradition of giving in gratitude for blessings. Each year, in thousands of 
congregations, Thankofferings are given to support the life-changing ministries of 
Women of the ELCA. Together, we do more than we could ever do apart. In gratitude 
for all God has given to us, and with hope for all that is to come, let us now give our 
thankoffering. 

* OFFERING PRAYER   God of grace, you have showered us with gifts of grace and 
abundance, entrusting to us the ministries of Women of the ELCA. Help us to grow in 
faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and 
action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.  
Amen. 

 

NOTE: Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to (Mailing address: 207 University 
St., Elk Mound, WI 54739  – OR – as a ‘bill pay’ on your bank/credit union account – OR – go to 
www.sothem.org to GIVE tab to make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up an account with 
GivePlus offers you control on amount and timing of your giving.   

 
 

http://www.sothem.org/
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* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  P: As your people we pray  Together we will sing refrain above 
“Christ Be Our Light”  

 

* LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen  

* ANNOUNCEMENTS/BLESSING    Our God calls us to do justice. May you find strength in God’s 
grace.  Christ Jesus calls us to love kindness. May you find comfort in Christ’s gentleness.  
The Holy Spirit calls us to walk humbly with our triune God. May you always find joy in God’s 
love and justice.   Holy Trinity + One God, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 
* SENDING SONG  #755 We All Are One in Mission (page 5) 
* DISMISSAL Rejoice and be glad in the light of God’s love! Let us go forth in peace to 

share the good news. Thanks be to God. 

* POSTLUDE          Michelle Young 

 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  Find us on 
Facebook, too!     
Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu    Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
Sunday School Coordinators: Chris Miller at chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com  or Jaime Folczyk 
mjfolczyk@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  
 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028313. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
One License Podcast / Streaming License A-724679 

 
Copyright © 2020 Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 

Evangelical Lutheran in America. Permission is granted to reproduce this service or portions of it for use by Women of the ELCA provided 

that copies are for local use only and that each copy carries this copyright notice   

“Christ is Our 
Light”  was 
reprinted with 
permission under 
One License #A-
724679.  All 
rights reserved  
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SCHEDULE 
TODAY  8:45am   - Sunday School Classes 
   10:00am  - Thankoffering Worship 
   11:00am  - Fellowship  
   DEADLINE for Church Council agenda items for 11/29 meeting 
MONDAY  7pm   - AA Meeting 
TUESDAY  4-6pm  - Food Pantry 
WEDNESDAY 3:20pm  - 7th-8th gr. Confirmation class) 
FRIDAY:        10am-Noon  - Food Pantry 
SUNDAY:   8:45am   - Sunday School Classes 
   10:00am  - Thanks-giving Worship  
   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONFIRMATION CLASS on 11/17, but NO CLASS on 11/24 
 
Sun. 11/28/21  ADVENT BEGINS with Tree trimming taking place after church 
Mon. 11/29/21 CHURCH COUNCIL tree trimming 5:30pm; meeting at 6:30pm 
 
BIBLE STUDY ON HOLY SPIRIT Tues., 11/30 at 1pm  Find a copy of the study in the Gathering Place 
 

BLUE CHRISTMAS FREE SOUP SUPPER Wed. 12/1 (6pm) WORSHIP (7pm)  
Trinity and Iron Creek/Salem UMC churches are joining us, along with anyone who wants to join in this 
time of gathering to name the hurts of our lives and hear the words of HOPE from this new season.  

 
LOVE LIGHTS ORDER FORMS are in the Gathering Place.  Each light of remembrance/honor not only 
brings light to the darkened skies, but helps others for the Christmas season and our church’s ministry.  
One half of the $10 donation per light goes to support our local Christmas for Kids Program, while the 
other half provides financial support to our congregations ministry.  Cash or checks made payable to 
“Shepherd of the Hill” Memo: LOVE LIGHTS.   
 
CHECK OUT OUR COLLECTION of items removed from the church kitchen but may be a perfect fit for 
YOUR kitchen.  Dinner plates, coffee mugs and so much more.  You can choose to leave a “Free Will” 
offering for items you take.  MANY THANKS to those who helped with the cleaning.  
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

SENDING WORDS OF COMFORT to: 
DENISE HOWE-ANDERSON, whose husband, Casey, passed away 11/11/21 E9086 US-12, Elk Mound  
CAROL CARLSTROM, whose youngest brother, Bill Miller, passed away on All Saints Day: N3682 996th 
St., Eau Claire, 54703 
SIMPSON & FAMILY, Randy’s father, Edwin Simpson, passed away 11/8/21, 2812 36th Ave. Elk Mound 
 
SENDING WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT to: 
SANDY KENEFICK, who had eye surgery this past week, Sandy Kenefick, C/O Neighbors of Dunn 
County, 2901 Forbes Ave, Menomonie, WI 54751 
LORI JENSON, who has returned home from the hospital. E8799 530th Ave. Elk Mound 54739 
 
 


