First Sunday of Christmas
Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church - ELCA
December 28, 2025, 10 am

“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love
by Gathering, Growing, Giving.”

Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your agreement to be on our live broadcast.

INTRODUCTION

As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the death
of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove the power of
evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk with all the “holy innocents” of past
generations and today who have suffered unjustly. In our gathering around word and meal,
God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry us as in days of old.

Please stand for the parts of the service designated with T

The congregation’s parts are in bold type.

GATHERING
The Holy spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

T GREETING

Today Christ is born: Alleluia, Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

T GATHERING CAROL “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” LBW 54

T DIALOGUE

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. By day and night he shines for all to
see. Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty that the world may see the justice
and richness of God. God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, so that all who believe in
him may not perish but have eternal life. Jesus is the light of the world. Jesus is the light of
our lives. Sing to God a new song! A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.



T OPENING PRAYER

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray: Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in our
darkness— a beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though born in a manger, he is the
firstborn of all creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. Fill us with the
wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts. Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 The Beginning
1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters. 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. #God saw that the light was
good, and he separated the light from the darkness. ®>God called the light “day,” and the
darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and
let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, *> and let them be lights in the
vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. ** God made two great lights—the
greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the
stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, *¥to govern the day and
the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good.

CAROL '"Twas in the Moon of Wintertime LBW 72

SECOND READING Micah 5:2-5a

2They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take them. They defraud people of their
homes, they rob them of their inheritance. 3Therefore, the Lordsays: “I am planning
disaster against this people, from which you cannot save yourselves. You will no longer walk
proudly, for it will be a time of calamity. % In that day people will ridicule you; they will taunt you
with this mournful song: ‘We are utterly ruined; my people’s possession is divided up. He takes
it from me! He assigns our fields to traitors.”” > Therefore you will have no one in the assembly
of the Lord to divide the land by lot.

CAROL “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LBW 41

THIRD READING Luke 1:26-35, 38 The Birth of Jesus Foretold

26| the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, ¥’ to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. 2 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly
favored! The Lord is with you.” 2* Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what
kind of greeting this might be. 3°But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have
found favor with God. 3!'You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him
Jesus. 3 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of his father David, 3and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his
kingdom will never end.” 3* “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since | am a virgin?”
35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.



38 “] am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel
left her.

CAROL “Cold December Flies Away” LBW 53

FOURTH READING Matthew 1:18-25 Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son

18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the
Holy Spirit ¥ Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose
her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 22 But after he had considered this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2! She
will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people
from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfillwhat the Lord had said through the
prophet: 22 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”
(which means “God with us”). 2*When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 2> But he did not consummate their marriage
until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

CAROL “Away in a Manger” LBW 67
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIFTH READING Luke 2:8-20

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. ® An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. 22 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. ! Today in the town of David a Savior has been born
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. *? This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a manger.” ¥ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with
the angel, praising God and saying, 1% “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to
those on whom his favor rests.” > When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.” ¢So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger. ”When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, *¥and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds said to them. ¥ But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them
in her heart. 2 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

CAROL “Angels We Have Heard on High” LBW 71

SIXTH READING Matthew 2:1-11 The Magi Visit the Messiah
2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw



his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” *When King Herod heard this he was
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.#*When he had called together all the people’s chief
priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. >“In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: ¢ “‘But you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you
will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.”” 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly
and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem
and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that |
too may go and worship him.”  After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the
star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the
child was. ** When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. * On coming to the house, they saw
the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened
their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

CAROL “What Child is This” LBW 40

SEVENTH READING Mark 1:1-20 John the Baptist Prepares the Way
! The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2as it is written in
Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”— “a
voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for
him.”” #And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. > The whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan
River. ® John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful
than |, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 81 baptize you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism and Testing of Jesus
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 1° Just
as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. 1 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom | love;
with you | am well pleased.” 2 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 3 and he was
in the wilderness forty days, being tempted!2! by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels
attended him. Jesus Announces the Good News
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God. ®“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and
believe the good news!” Jesus Calls His First Disciples
16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net
into the lake, for they were fishermen. 7 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and | will send you out
to fish for people.” 1 At once they left their nets and followed him. ¥* When he had gone a little
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets.
20\Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
men and followed him.

CAROL “Go Tell It on the Mountain” LWB 70


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark%201%3A1-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24229g

RESPONSIVE PRAYER

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.

Your Word, Jesus, is truth.

In his light, draw all to the manger to gather in wonder with the shepherds.

In his light, draw all to the manger to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.

In his light, draw all to the manger to sing for joy with the angels.

In the brightness of his life cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the
world.

It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.

In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. Amen.

MESSAGE Lay Minister Keith Lee

T PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the
abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do likewise.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your love.
Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what we have
broken. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer
alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out your
compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the palm of your hand.
(We pray especially for . . .) Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered your son
Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted Rachel, comfort
all who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones (especially). Even as we
mourn, we offer thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and
protection. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting
in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

T GREETING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please share God'’s peace saying, “Peace be with you” or similar words

OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use
us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice
in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

T LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done; on
earth as in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. And lead us not
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

T BLESSING

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!

Praise God, all creatures here below!

You are the shepherds telling the story.

We tell it in the streets and across the land.

You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.
You are the angels announcing peace.

We live with joy and go now in peace.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever. Amen.

T SENDING CAROL “Good Christian Friends Rejoice ” LBW 55

T DISMISSAL
Go in Peace, serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!



WORSHIP LEADERS

Presiding Minister Lay Minister Keith Lee
Musician Michelle Young

Acolyte Brandy Carothers

Usher Betty Heltne, Tim Jenson
Video Billy Heltne

Reader Kris Jenson
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Giving Through our Website
Our website provides the opportunity to give donations online at any time without banking
information. Even if you only watch our streaming of worship services, you will now have

the flexibility to make offerings from your home!

Ushers, readers, communion assistants and livestream helpers are needed.
Helping to lead worship is a very rewarding way to use your talents and gifts.
Training and support are offered for all positions. To volunteer please reach
out to Head Usher Tim Jenson for ushering, Kris Jenson, the church secretary,
or a member of the worship committee for reading and communion assisting,
and to Billy Heltne or Tim Jenson for livestreaming.

Thank you for prayerfully considering these forms of discipleship.

If you are a VISITOR with us today, we are so grateful that God brought you here.
Please share your name and contact info in either the Guest Book or a Visitor info

sheet found in the Gathering Area.



Pastor Natalie's Office Hours:

Pastor Natalie's office hours are Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm or by appointment.
You may call Pastor Natalie's cell phone 715-829-8324 to see if she can meet you

Monday - Thursday.

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS

SUNDAY 12/28 10am
MONDAY 12/29 7 pm
TUESDAY 12/30 4-6 pm
THURSDAY 1/1

FRIDAY 1/2 10-noon

- 1** Sunday of Christmas
- AA Meeting

- Food Pantry

- HAPPY NEW YEAR!

- Food Pantry

SUNDAY 1/4 10 am - 2" Sunday of Christmas, communion

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church
207 University St., Elk Mound, W1 54739
Phone: 715-879-5115 Email: sothlc@sothem.org
Website: www.sothem.org Facebook: Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church

Pastor Natalie Leske 715-829-8324 pastorleske.soth@gmail.com
Lay Minister Keith Lee 715-829-4480 keithlee0051@gmail.com
Secretary Kris Jenson 715-563-1402 krisiens4@hotmail.com
Custodian Terry Stamm 715-379-3728
Sunday School Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mjfolczyk@gmail.com

and Holly Sweeney hollysweeney65@gmail.com

Giving questions contact: Barb Vadnais barbvadnaisl@gmail.com
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