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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
Gathering, Growing and Giving, we encourage faith and proclaiming God’s love.” 

1st Sunday after Epiphany    Service of the Word       January 10th, 2021  

 
NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘*’ means please stand as able 

Feel free to add you prayer requests on our Facebook page, so they can be included 
later in our worship  
PRELUDE           Jennifer Kinblom 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES  

GATHERING 

* P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ , the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.   And also with you. 
 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.* On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY  Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves 

over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may 
follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

GROWING 
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was 
good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for 
us. God created and continues to create new life.  A reading from the Book of Genesis, chapter 1 
 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  The word of the Lord.  ALL: 
Thanks be to God. 
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Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit 
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 
 
*The Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.  All: Glory to you O Lord. 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  2As it is written in the prophet 
Isaiah,  "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 3the voice of 

one crying out in the wilderness:  'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'"  
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now 
John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit." 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 
like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased." 
12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 4John the baptizer 
appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And 
people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with 
camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 
"The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 
the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit." 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 
like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased." 
12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.  The Gospel of 
the Lord.  Praise to you O Christ. 

 
SERMON    God ever-present…making & working within new things   Pastor Mary Eide  
MUSIC TO MEDITATE ON Listen and be filled with God’s peace.    Jennifer Kinblom 
 

GIVING 

NOTE: Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to (Mailing address: 
207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739  – OR – by going on our website (www.sothem.org) to 
GIVE tab to make a one time or reoccurring donation.  
 
* OFFERING PRAYER  Dear Jesus, you have created, and you have lived among the created.  
We thank you for the love, life and light you’ve given us.  We give of our time, talents and 
treasures to support your work that is being done in and through this congregation.  We 
give as a faith practice and an act of trust in you. Amen. 
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* PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.) 
(If you prefer to have prayer requests only given to Pastor Mary, you can email her at 
meide@luthersem.edu ) 
 
* LORD’S PRAYERS   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
* ANNOUNCEMENTS 
* BLESSING  God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen. 

 
* ELW #305 SENDING HYMN “When Jesus Came to Jordan”  next page 

* DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Today  10:00am  - Worship  

Sunday School Lessons begin again at www.sothem.org (Faith Formation/Sunday School)   
Monday  7pm   - AA Meeting   
Tuesday:  4-6 pm   - Food Pantry 
   6pm   - Finance Meeting  
Wednesday  2pm    - Walking in Faith on Facebook (pre-recorded devotional) 
   6pm    - Confirmation Class on ZOOM  
Friday:      10am-Noon - Food Pantry  
SUNDAY:   10:00am  - Worship 
    
 
2020 GIVING STATEMENTS…would you like your emailed? Then email Barb Vadnais at 
barbvadnais1@gmail.com  You’ll get the statement faster and save us some postage.   
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS for January will be ONLINE at www.sothem.org later this week.   
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church   207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org  Website www.sothem.org  Find 
us on Facebook, too!     
Pastor Mary Eide (H) 715-309-4065  meide@luthersem.edu                               

Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 
Sunday School Coordinators: Chris Miller at chrisbenelli.miller@gmail.com  or Jaime Folczyk 
mjfolczyk@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  
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