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Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving
Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion Worship
July 17th, 2022

This worship is being livestreamed. Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your agreeing to be
on our live broadcast.

If you are a visitor with us today, we are so grateful that God brought you here. Please sign our
Guest Book in the church or send an email to sothlc@sothem.org.
NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘*’ means please stand as able.
BELL & PRELUDE
Michelle Young
WELCOME AND MUTUAL MINISTRY MESSAGES
GATHERING
* Blue #756 GATHERING HYMN “Lord You Give the Great Commission” page 5
* GREETING The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. All: And also with you.
* CONFESSION Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own
way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we tend to turn in towards ourselves
and only our needs. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the
other side. Set us again on the path of life. Remind us how you have set us free us to
love our neighbors. Amen.
* FORGIVENESS Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in
granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to
love as God loves. Amen.
* PRAYER OF THE DAY Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you have called us to
be part of what you are doing in the world. Amid the cares of our lives, make us
attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, and seek to
know your will and way for us. Amen.
GROWING
Where could I go to get away from your spirit?
Where could I go to escape your presence?
8 If I went up to heaven, you would be there.
If I went down to the grave, you would be there too!
9 If I could fly on the wings of dawn, stopping to rest only on the far side of the ocean—
10 even there your hand would guide me; even there your strong hand would hold me
tight!
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The angry mob of Jews who opposed Stephen’s message about Jesus, dragged him out of the Holy
City to stone him to death. Those who witnessed the actions of this murderous mob laid their coats
at the feet of a young man named Saul, a man determined to silence messengers like Stephan. Hear
about his next steps, and how Jesus stopped Saul before he entered the city of Damascus to arrest
people of ‘The Way’. Saul’s story reminds us that Jesus may lead us down unexpected pathways in
life, so that we can share the Good News he offers us. A reading from the Book of Acts, chapter 9.
1Meanwhile

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest
asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was
going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to
the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5He asked,
"Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter
the city, and you will be told what you are to do." 7The men who were traveling with him stood
speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though
his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into
Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias."
He answered, "Here I am, Lord." 11The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight,
and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and
he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might
regain his sight." 13But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much
evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the chief priests to
bind all who invoke your name." 15But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an instrument whom I have
chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I myself will
show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." 17So Ananias went and entered the
house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on
your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy
Spirit." 18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then
he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength. The word of the
Lord. Thanks be to God.
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MESSAGE
Blue #649 HYMN OF THE DAY “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” page 6

GIVING

Pastor Mary Eide

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell.* On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
*Or, He descended to the dead.

* PRAYERS AND PETITIONS (L: God of grace, ALL: hear our prayer.)
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NOTE: Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to (Mailing address:
207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739 – OR – by going on our website (www.sothem.org) to
GIVE tab to make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up an account with GivePlus is easy!
* OFFERING PRAYER We freely give back to God what was first given to us, in order to grow
and build God’s kingdom. With gratitude and thanksgiving Lord, we offer you our time,
energy, skills, and the things we treasure. Receive the gifts we bring, in the name of
Jesus Christ, our strength and our Savior. Amen.
* GREAT THANKSGIVING The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift
them to the Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise
* WORDS OF INSTITUTION
* LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen
* INVITATION In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
HOLY COMMUNION – All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the

bread and wine are welcome to commune with us. Gluten-free wafers available and give “thumbs
up” for grape juice. Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion may come forward for a
blessing. If you or a family member would like communion brought to them, please tell an usher.
* POST COMMUNION PRAYER We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have
tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as
witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. Amen.
* ANNOUNCEMENTS/BLESSING The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you,
comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always. Amen.
* Blue #776 SENDING HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” page 7
* DISMISSAL Go in peace. Love your neighbor. Thanks be to God.
* POSTLUDE
TODAY:
Monday
Tuesday:
Friday:
Sunday:
Monday

Michelle Young

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS
10:00am
Worship with Communion
7pm
AA Meeting
4-6pm
Food Pantry
* 6pm
*VBS Meeting in church basement (NEW TIME/LOCATION)
10-Noon
Food Pantry
10:00am
Worship
6:30pm
Church Council Meeting

3

SUMMER GIVING CHALLENGE Generous donors have established a SUMMER CHALLENGE to help
encourage giving and work towards reducing our current deficit. They are willing to match up to
$4,000 in giving that is above your normal giving! Any offerings/donations marked “SUMMER
CHALLENGE” (also available on Online GIVE PLUS) given between June 21, 2022 and August
31, 2022 will be doubled up to the $4,000 limit.
NEXT VBS PLANNING MEETING TUES. 7/19 6pm in the church basement (NEW
DATE/LOCATION) Adults, young adults and teens needed to help lead, assist and be Group
Leaders to move with a small group of kids from station to station. Come to the meeting to
learn about our lessons, how the small groups work and more! Looking for Incoming 6th12th graders and adult volunteers
VBS FLYERS/REGISTRATION FORMS available for Make a Splash with Jesus”

Aug.

1st-4th 6-8pm 3-year-olds through incoming 6th graders. Thu. 8/4th we will be having a
POOL PARTY at Wakanda Park in Menomonie. Looking for 7th-12th graders and adult
volunteers. Contact Jaime Folczyk (715-821-0796) or Holly Sweeney (715-456-6960
ADULT BIBLE STUDY and POTLUCK Thur., 7/27 10am in the church basement, feel free to bring a
dish to share. No Bible Study experience required. Copies of the study are in the church Gathering
Place, or can be emailed to you if you contact Pastor Mary at meide@luthersem.edu We will be using
the Gather July 2022 Session #2 Bible study, for those who have a subscription to the magazine.
Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church 207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739
Office Phone: 715-879-5115 Email: sothlc@sothem.org
Website www.sothem.org On Facebook
Pastor Mary Eide (C) 715-308-0652 meide@luthersem.edu Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728
Sunday School Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mjfolczyk@yahoo.com and Holly Sweeney
hollysweeney65@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com
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