Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2026, 10:00 a.m.
Shepherd of the Hill ELCA

“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love
by Gathering, Growing, Giving.”

Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your agreement to be on our live broadcast.

INTRODUCTION

In today'’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost.
Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we remember
all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give
ourselves away as bread for the hungry.

GATHERING

Please stand for the parts of the service designated with T

The congregation’s parts are in bold type.
PRELUDE
WELCOME

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

And also with you.

LITANY FOR PENTECOST

The Spirit descends like a dove, bringing peace to unite the world in a just and caring community.
The Spirit comes like a breath,

bringing life to renew the people of God.

The Spirit spreads like fire, bringing energy for witnessing to the love of God.

Spirit of the living God,

come to us and transform our lives by your power.
~ from the United Church of Christ. Posted on Life in Liturgy, from the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).https://lifeinliturgy.wordpress.com/

T REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give thanks for
the gifts of baptism.



Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own, that
restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give new life to
beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our
own making. Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers and give a
voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the
Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. Amen.
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T PRAYER OF THE DAY

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with
abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this
food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



+ HYMN Sing to the Lord of Harvest LBW 412
WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an
everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was
a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.

! Hear, everyone who thirsts; come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what
is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may
live. | will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. % See, | made him a
witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. > Now you shall call nations that you do
not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One
of Israel, for he has glorified you.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 14.21

We will read Psalm 145 responsively.
8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 Lord, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.
1>The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord,
and you give them their food in due season.
16 You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17 You are righteous in all your ways
and loving in all your works.
18 You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call up on you faithfully.
19 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you;
you hear their cry and save them.
20You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall destroy.
21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.

SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan. He
opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God'’s children, having God’s covenants,
being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.

11 am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—? | have
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For | could wish that | myself were accursed and cut
off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. # They are Israelites,



and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the
promises; > to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who
is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

T GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Ou.. g,

Al -le - lu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of e-ter - nal life. Al-le -lu - ja.

T GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21

T The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11% chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not
allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.

13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from there in a boat to
a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the
towns. *When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their
sick. 1> When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour
is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” ' They replied, “We
have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” ¥ And he said, “Bring them here to me.” ¥* Then he
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to
heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to
the crowds. 2° And all ate and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve
baskets full. 2! And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Natalie Leske

T HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service LBW 423

T CONFESSION OF FAITH- Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

T PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Prayers followed by: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God,
through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

T GREETING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
(Please share God’s peace with each other)

T OFFERING and OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely
of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through
the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

MEAL

T DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:



1 1 1 T - 1 t 1 t j().
= e

"
Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow-er and  might,

o-san -na in  the high - est

L YR8
el T

heav'n and carth are full of your glo-

2

[ QVA T—t et N T T — 1
i i 1 l i 1 ) (710 f7)
= e P
j s o T t
Bless - ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
0 7 == > ! — T "
[ /N - = .. . —t— o —pg—1—3— +
et g vred i, 4
g Y = :
san-na in  the high - est;, ho -san - na in the high - est.

T THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

T LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of
your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have
shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

T BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
*+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

T SENDING HYMN Praise and Thanksgiving LBW 409

T DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!

SENDING MUSIC

WORSHIP LEADERS

Presiding Leader Pastor Natalie Leske
Musician Michelle Young
Usher Tim Jenson

Video Billy Heltne

Reader

Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS028313. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright, 1992
Consultation of Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. One License Podcast/Streaming License A-724679/ CCLI
Streaming License #1727740.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

We Done Gone Hog Wild! W
Thank You to Everyone Who Helped Us Complete the Pig Puzzle!
We raised $1010.00 for the General Fund!

Tee Off for Luther Park

Support Luther Park's ministry on the links! Join us for the Luther Park Golf Outing on Thursday, August 6,
at Sioux Creek Golf Course in Chetek. Gather a team for a fun 9-hole scramble (S50 per golfer, cart included)
with check-in at 8:30 a.m. and a 9:00 a.m. shotgun start. Stay after golf for a silent auction, prizes, and

awards. Proceeds support Luther Park's ministry with campers and guests of all ages. Register today
at lutherpark.org/golf-outing.

Ushers, readers, communion assistants and livestream helpers are needed.

Helping to lead worship is a very rewarding way to use your talents and gifts. Training and support are
offered for all positions. To volunteer or if you have questions, please reach out to Head Usher Tim
Jenson for ushering, Kris Jenson, the church secretary for reading and communion assisting, and to Billy
Heltne or Tim Jenson for livestreaming. Thank you for prayerfully considering these forms of discipleship.

If you are a VISITOR with us today, we are so grateful that God brought you here. Please share your

name and contact info in either the Guest Book or a purple Visitor info sheet found in the Gathering
Area.

VBS Starts Tonight, August 2nd!
All are welcome and there’s still time to register.
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http://lutherpark.org/golf-outing

Pastor Natalie's Office Hours:
Pastor Natalie's office hours are Wednesday from 10 am to 2 pm or by appointment.

You may call Pastor Natalie's cell phone 715-829-8324 to see if she can meet you
Monday - Thursday.

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS

SUNDAY 8/2 10 am - 10%" Sunday after Pentecost, communion
6-8 pm - VBS
MONDAY 8/3 6-8 pm - VBS
7 pm - AA Meeting
TUESDAY 8/4 11:30-12:30 - Pop-Up Food Pantry at EM Village Hall
4-6 pm - Food Pantry
6-8 pm - VBS
WEDNESDAY 8/5 6-8 pm - VBS
THURSDAY 8/6 5-7 pm - VBS (Family Swim @ Wakanda Pool
FRIDAY 8/7 10 - Noon - Food Pantry
SUNDAY 8/9 10 am - 11 Sunday after Pentecost

Elk Mound Community Food Pantry
Tuesdays: 4-6 pm
Fridays: 10-Noon

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church
207 University St., Elk Mound, W1 54739 Phone: 715-879-5115 Email:
sothlc@sothem.org Website: www.sothem.org
Facebook: Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church

Pastor Natalie Leske 715-829-8324 pastorleske.soth@gmail.com
Lay Minister Keith Lee 715-829-4480 keithlee0051@gmail.com
Secretary Kris Jenson 715-563-1402krisjens4@hotmail.com Custodian Terry Stamm
715-379-3728
Sunday School Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mijfolczyk@gmail.com

and Holly Sweeney hollysweeney65@gmail.com
Giving questions contact: Ali Sullivan bookkeeper@sothem.org
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