
 

 

Reformation Sunday October 25, 2026, 10:00 a.m. 
Shepherd of the Hill ELCA 

Confirmation Sunday 
 

“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing, Giving.” 
Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your agreement to be on our live broadcast. 

 

 

 
 

 

GATHERING 

Please stand for the parts of the service designated with ✞ 

The congregation’s parts are in bold type. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME  
 

INTRODUCTION 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out 
the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ 
sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we 
pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Gather us together this Reformation Sunday, O God, 
So that we may celebrate the witness of our forefathers and foremothers and the courage that 
gave birth to the Reformation. 
Teach us how to honor the saints of God both in ages past and in our present days. 
May the conviction of your grace written on their hearts shape and support our own faith. 
 

Inspire us in the continuing reformation of the church and be present to us in word and sacrament. 
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.    
Written by the Rev. Dr. Letty Russell and posted on the Presbyterian Promise website. 

                                 

✞ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 



 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin  
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you  
with our whole heart;  
we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,  
and lead us, so that we may delight  
in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

✞ KYRIE    

 

    

 

 

 

 
 

 

✞ HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 



    

✞ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

✞ GATHERING HYMN Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee    LBW 551 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live 
upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy 
(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not 
remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to each 
other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
 

 

Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 46 

We will read Psalm 46 responsively. 
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3 though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. 
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
 God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
 what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters the 
spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 

 



 

10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

 
SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No 
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace 
that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For no human will 
be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of 
sin.  
  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by the 
Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward 
as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 
26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he 
justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through 
what kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is 
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

✞ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 

✞ GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 

✞ The Holy Gospel according to John, the 8th chapter.         Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth 
that sets people free from sin. 
 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him,  
 



 
 
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 
saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 
slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if 
the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

SERMON          Pastor Natalie Leske 
 

✞ HYMN OF THE DAY Jesu, Jesu Fill Us With Your Love                            WOV 765 

 

✞ AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
Presentation 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in the body of 
Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism. 
 

I present Brandy Carothers, Tori Meyer, Deklan Peterson and Brecken Plemon, who desire to make 
public affirmation of their baptism. 
 

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for these brothers and sisters, whom you have made your own by water 
and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your 
Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises 
of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name 
of Christ. Amen. 
 

Profession of Faith 

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 



 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.*  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
 
Affirmation 
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.           
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made 
with you in holy baptism:  to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in 
the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all 
people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 
Each person responds: 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 
The minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, do you promise to support these brothers and sisters and pray for them in their life in 
Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us 
from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
 

Stir up in ____ the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 



 

Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. 
Let us rejoice with these brothers and sisters in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and 
proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 

✞ PRAYERS OF THE INTERCESSION 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 
                                    

                                 A brief silence. 
 

 

Prayers followed by:  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  
 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

✞ GREETING OF PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
(Please share God’s peace with each other) 
 

✞ OFFERING and OFFERING PRAYER 
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and 
in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

MEAL 
 

✞ DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

✞ PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels,  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 
 

✞ THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us 
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly 
food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor 
and glory, now and forever. 

 

✞ LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
SHARING THE MEAL 
   

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, 
send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name 
we pray.  
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

SENDING 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

✞ BLESSING 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.  
Amen. 
 
 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

✞ SENDING HYMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling    LBW 315 
 
 

✞ DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!    Thanks be to God! 
 
 

SENDING MUSIC 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Presiding Leader       Pastor Natalie Leske 
Musician        Michelle Young 
Acolyte        Brynn Salsbury 
Slides         Hailey Davis 
Usher         Tim Jenson 
Video         Billy Heltne 
Reader        Diane Rose 
 
 
 
  

Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS028313. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright, 1992 
Consultation of Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. One License Podcast/Streaming License A-724679/ CCLI 
Streaming License #1727740. 

 

 

 



 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

See Tim Jenson, Kris Jenson, Billy Heltne and Pastor Natalie with questions. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to all visitors! 
We are grateful that God brought you here today. 

Please share your name and contact information in either the Guest Book  
or on a purple Visitor info sheet found in the Gathering Area.  

Let us know if we can serve you in any way or if you have any questions. 

   
 

 

 

 



Pastor Natalie's Office Hours: 

Pastor Natalie's office hours are Wednesday from 10 am to 2 pm or by appointment.  

You may call Pastor Natalie's cell phone 715-829-8324 to see if she can meet you 

Tuesday - Thursday. 

 
THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS 

 

SUNDAY   10/25       8:45 am   - Sunday School 
10 am              - Reformation Sunday, communion 

   - Affirmation of Baptism 
       MONDAY   10/26         7 pm    - AA Meeting 

TUESDAY   10/27       4-6 pm    - Food Pantry 
   WEDNESDAY    10/28       3:20 pm    - Confirmation  

SUNDAY   11/1         8:45 am             - Sunday School 
            10 am     - All Saints Sunday, communion 
         - 3rd grade receive bibles 
         - Sunday school sings 

          
           Elk Mound Community Food Pantry 

Lower Level 
Tuesdays: 4-6 pm  

 
* Faith Formation Follows the Elk Mound School Calendar * 

Sunday School~ 3 years through 6
th grade 

Sunday mornings- 8:45 to 9:45 am. 
 

Confirmation Classes~ 7
th & 8

th grade 
Class meets right after school on Wednesdays. 

 
 

Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church 
      207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 54739       Phone: 715-879-5115  Email: 

sothlc@sothem.org           Website: www.sothem.org 
Facebook: Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church 

  Pastor Natalie Leske 715-829-8324                                    pastorleske.soth@gmail.com   
 Lay Minister Keith Lee 715-829-4480 keithlee0051@gmail.com 
Secretary Kris Jenson 715-563-1402  krisjens4@hotmail.com 
Custodian Terry Stamm 715-379-3728 

 Sunday School Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mjfolczyk@gmail.com 
and Holly Sweeney                                                      hollysweeney65@gmail.com 

Giving questions contact: Ali Sullivan  bookkeeper@sothem.org 
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