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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

2nd Sunday of Epiphany       Communion Worship       January 15, 2023 

This worship is being livestreamed.  Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your 
agreeing to be on our live broadcast.  

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘ *’ means please stand as able. 
 
PRELUDE              Michelle Young 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES  

GATHERING  

* CONFESSION P: We confess our sins before God and one another. Pause for silence and reflection. 
 Merciful God,  Christ came into the world and showed us how to live, but we have failed 

to live by what he taught. We have not loved you with all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength, we have not done to others as we would have done to ourselves. Shine a 
light on our hearts, that we might turn from the shadows of our sin and walk in your 
ways. 

* FORGIVENESS Jesus came not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through 

him. By his abundant love, all your sins are forgiven, that you might ☩ walk in the light of Christ.  

Amen.1  

Green HYMN #29  Comfort, Comfort Now My People  pg. 6   
 
* GREETING  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. All: And also with you.    
 
*KYRIE  
In peace let us pray to the Lord.   Lord have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for all salvation, let us pray to the Lord.   
Lord have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of Christ, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord.   Lord have mercy.  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord have mercy.  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen. 
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* P: The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY  P: Let us pray. Sustaining God, With the words of your holy scriptures, 

Jesus resisted all the temptations of the devil. Write your word on our hearts that we 
might also turn away from evil, in Jesus name. Amen.1 

GROWING 
Our first reading comes from the Book of Psalms, number 91.  Please read it aloud with me.   
9Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your dwelling place, 
10no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent.  11For he will command his 
angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.  12On their hands they will bear you 
up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.    Here ends this reading. 
 

Please stand and join with me:  Alleluia.  Lord, whom shall we go?  You are the word of 
eternal life.  Alleluia. 
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* Before Jesus began his ministry, he needed to face his own demons. He would be tempted like he 
never had before. How would he fare?  Listen to how Jesus deals with the temptations, and learn 
from the friend we have in Jesus, on how to win our own battles.   THE HOLY GOSPEL according to 
Matthew the 1st chapter Glory to you, O Lord   
4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted 
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is 
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels 
concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot 
against a stone.’” 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve 
only him.’” 11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and 
made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had 
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on 
the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16the people who sat in darkness 
have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord  All: Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON          Pastor Nate Aaseng     
Green #439 What A Friend We Have In Jesus  pg. 7 
 

GIVING 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again.  He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead. 

 

PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (P: Merciful God,  All: You hear our prayer.) 

 

The OFFERING PLATE is located at the entrance of the church sanctuary.  Giving to support God’s 
ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to (Mailing address: 207 University St., Elk Mound, WI 
54739)  – OR – as a ‘bill pay’ on your bank account – OR – go to https://www.sothem.org/give  to 
make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up an account with GivePlus offers you control over 
the amount & timing of your giving. 

Sung as communion elements are brought forward  



4 
 

 
 
* OFFERING PRAYER You tend to all our needs, generous God, that we might better serve you 
and our neighbors. We return now these gifts you have first given us, a sign of our trust 
in you. Use them for the sake of the world, in Jesus name. Amen.1 
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING    
The Lord be with you. And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.    
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
* WORDS OF INSTITUTION       
* LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen         
 

* INVITATION P: Jesus did not turn stones into bread, but instead gave of his own body in this 
sacred host we share together. Come and receive the food that truly satisfies, in remembrance of 
him. The table is set and all are welcome.1 
HOLY COMMUNION – All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the 
bread and wine are welcome to commune with us.  Gluten-free wafers available and give “thumbs 
up” for grape juice. Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion may come forward for a 
blessing.  If you or a family member would like communion brought to them, please tell an usher. 
 
* POST COMMUNION PRAYER  Pour out upon us… Amen. 
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* ANNOUNCEMENTS/BLESSING  Go now into the world with the divine blessing and freedom of 

having the Holy Spirt within you, ☩ your Savior beside you, and your divine Father reaching out to 

you.  Amen. 
                      

* Green SENDING HYMN #241  We Praise You, O God  pg. 8  
* CLOSING LITANY/DISMISSAL (please respond with bold-faced text) 
We are hungry, O God.  We are tired and sad. 
We face challenges in our lives, And do everything we can to control them. 
We do not trust you to care for us, So we give in to the temptation to follow the easy path. 
Jesus reminds us that all we truly need is you. Your holy word uplifts and sustains. 
You send your angels to tend to us, And keep us strong in the fact of adversity. 
Let us always remember where our strength comes from. Let us always remember your 
faithfulness to us, 
That we might turn away from worldly temptations, And cast all our cares on you. 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.   Thanks be to God. 
BELLS/POSTLUDE          Michelle Young 
  
Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church  207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 
Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org Website www.sothem.org  On Facebook 

Pastor Mary Eide (C) 715-308-0652  meide@luthersem.edu    Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728     
Sunday School Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mjfolczyk@yahoo.com and Holly Sweeney hollysweeney65@gmail.com      
Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  

 
THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS 

TODAY  8:45am   - Sunday School 
   10am   - Communion Worship  
   1:30-3:30pm - Grief Share at Trinity United Methodist Church 
MONDAY  Martin Luther King Day Office Closed  
   7pm   - AA Meeting 
TUESDAY  4-6pm  - Food Pantry 
WEDNESDAY NO Confirmation Class 
FRIDAY:        10am-Noon - Food Pantry 
SUNDAY:   8:45am  - Sunday School 
   10am   - Worship  
   11am   - Fellowship ?? 
   1:30-3:30pm - Grief Share at Trinity United Methodist Church 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Don’t worry about having missed the first GRIEF SHARE session, you can still join in this thirteen-
week grief support group, which meets each Sunday at Trinity United Methodist Church (105 
S. Holly Ave.) from 1:30-3:30pm. Anyone who is dealing with the loss of a loved one is invited to 
attend these gatherings  This program consists of videos featuring individuals sharing their grief 
story, as well as leading grief recovery experts; in person group discussions about the weekly video 
content; and a personal workbook with study exercises that reinforce the weekly session topics.  You 
can pick up your workbook at the gathering.  
 

1/29/23 WORSHIP/ANNUAL MEETING/POTLUCK, it all starts at 10am with a brief worship service. 
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