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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church – ELCA 
“Encouraging faith and proclaiming God’s love by Gathering, Growing and Giving.” 

4th Sunday of Lent       Communion Worship      March 19th, 2023 

This worship is being livestreamed.  Your presence in the sanctuary signifies your 
agreeing to be on our live broadcast.  

NOTE: Bold text indicates worshipers’ response, and ‘ *’ means please stand as able. 
 
PRELUDE              Michelle Young 
WELCOME & MINISTRY MESSAGES  

GATHERING  

* CONFESSION We confess our sins before God and one another.  Pause for silence and reflection.  
God of grace and mercy, we admit to you, to ourselves, and to this community that we 
have caused harm to others through our actions and through our failure to act. Give us 
the humility to accept our failings and make things right where we can. Forgive us and 
help us to forgive ourselves. 

* FORGIVENESS Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. In that love God 

forgives you all your sin, for the sake of our savior, ☩Jesus Christ. Amen.1 

 

# 316 HYMN   Jesus the Very Thought of You   
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* GREETING  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. All: And also with you.    
 
*KYRIE  
In peace let us pray to the Lord.   Lord have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for all salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of Christ, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord.   Lord have mercy.  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord have mercy.  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen. 

 
* P: The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY  P: Let us pray. God of promise, we wait for the time when all the world 
shall know your perfect peace and justice, and you shall reign over all creation in love. 
Keep us alert and active in your work while we wait, in Jesus name. Amen.1 

GROWING 
Please read Psalm Psalm 43:3-5 with me responsively 
 3O send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; 
 let them bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling. 
 4Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy; 
 and I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God. 
 5Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me? 
 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my God. 

 

As Jesus nears the day of his death, his messages focus more on preparing his disciples for the end 
of his time with them, the urgency of the work ahead of them, and the promise of the full kingdom of 
God coming…at some untold time.  Today we hear his message for all…be prepared!  THE HOLY 
GOSPEL according to Matthew the 22nd  chapter Glory to you, O Lord   

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was 
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 
8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise 
replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids 
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 
13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
The Gospel of the Lord  Congregation: Praise to you O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE/SERMON        Pastor Mary Eide     
#25 Hymn of the Day Rejoice, Rejoice Believers  pg. 6 
 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED (professed together) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.* On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen     
*Or, He descended to the dead.  ** universal  

 
* PRAYERS  AND PETITIONS (L: Merciful God,  All: hear our prayer.) 1 
 

The OFFERING PLATE is located at the entrance of the church sanctuary.   
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* OFFERING PRAYER Loving God, you have showered us with abundance. Keep us ever 
mindful of the needs of others, that we might be inspired to share what we have. We 
offer now these gifts to your good work in the world. Accept them for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our savior. Amen.1 
 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING    
The Lord be with you. And also with you.   Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.    
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
* WORDS OF INSTITUTION       
 
* LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen 
         
* INVITATION Jesus comes to us where we are and calls us into the wedding banquet that has no 
end. Come and share in the feast of rich foods, and be satisfied, for all is made ready.1 
 
HOLY COMMUNION – All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the 
bread and wine are welcome to commune with us.  Gluten-free wafers available and give “thumbs 
up” for grape juice. Children who do not yet receive Holy Communion may come forward for a 
blessing.  If you or a family member would like communion brought to them, please tell an usher. 
 
* POST COMMUNION PRAYER  Pour out upon us… Amen. 
* ANNOUNCEMENTS/BLESSING  Go now into God’s world not only with the promise of being 
forgiven, but also the responsibility of forgiving others.  Go empowered by God the Father, the Holy 

Spirit, ☩ and through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.  Amen.                      

 
 * #97 SENDING HYMN Christ, The Life of All the Living  pg. 7  

 
* CLOSING LITANY/DISMISSAL (please respond with bold-faced text) 
Jesus is coming! His reign is near! 
We’ve waited so long and suffered so much disappointment. 
Have faith and be ready. God’s promise is sure. 
The world is in turmoil. We do not see justice. 
Do not lose heart. Your God is with you. 
How can we be prepared? There is so much else to do. 
Keep your hearts kindled. Work for justice even when you don’t see it. 
We are tired of waiting. The fire in our hearts is running out of oil. 
Don’t look to the world to refill your lamps, but seek your God who sustains you in all things. 
With God’s help, we will be ready. Come, Lord Jesus.1 
Go now and share the Good News of Jesus’ return. Thanks be to God. 
 
BELLS/POSTLUDE          Michelle Young 
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Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church  207 University Street, Elk Mound, WI 54739 

Office Phone:  715-879-5115  Email: sothlc@sothem.org Website www.sothem.org  On Facebook 

Pastor Mary Eide (C) 715-308-0652  meide@luthersem.edu    Custodian, Terry Stamm 715-379-3728     

Sunday School Coordinators: Jaime Folczyk mjfolczyk@yahoo.com and Holly Sweeney 

hollysweeney65@gmail.com       Financial Secretary: Barb Vadnais barbvadnais1@gmail.com  
 

THIS WEEK AT CHURCH AND BEYOND OUR DOORS 
TODAY  NO Sunday School 
   10am   -4th Sunday of Lent Communion Worship 
   1:30-3:30pm - Grief Share at Trinity United Methodist Church 
MONDAY  First Day of Spring 
   7pm   - AA Meeting 
TUESDAY  4-6pm  - Food Pantry 
WEDNESDAY 10:00  - Adult Bible Study 
   6pm    - Soup Supper 
   7pm    - Holden Evening Prayer 
FRIDAY:        10am-Noon - Food Pantry  
SUNDAY:    8:45am  - Sunday School 
   10am   - 5th Sunday of Lent Worship  
   11am   - Fellowship  
   1:30-3:30pm - Grief Share at Trinity United Methodist Church 
   1-5pm  - We serve at The Community Table 
MONDAY:  6pm   - New Council Training 
   6:30pm  - Church Council Meeting 
   7pm   - AA 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^   
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wed., 3/15 10am in church library where we continue to look at: The Ten 

Commandments: Reviving the soul Session three The sanctity of life and love (Commandments 5 and 

6)  All are welcome! Copies available at the WELCOME table at church or at this website 
https://www.gathermagazine.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Mar2023_TenCommandments_Session3_GatherBibleStudy.pdf 

Only 2 more…WEDNESDAYS  6pm SOUP SUPPERS 7pm Holden Evening Prayer  

Our church is volunteering at The Community Table NEXT SUNDAY, March 26th. 1st Shift is 1-3pm; 
2nd is 2:45-5pm 320 Putnam Street in Eau Claire. Please park in the back of the building.  

Giving to support God’s ministry at Shepherd of the Hill can be mailed to: 207 University St., Elk 
Mound, WI 54739). You can set up a ‘bill pay’ on your bank account – OR – go to 
https://www.sothem.org/give  to make a one time or reoccurring donation. Setting up an account 
with GivePlus offers you control over the amount & timing of your giving. 

 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS028313. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, 
Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.   
1 Narrative Lectionary Programs 1 22-23 Worship resources Copyright @ 2022 Clergy Stuff.  One License Podcast / 
Streaming License A-724679/ CCLI Streaming License #1727740 

mailto:sothlc@sothem.org
http://www.sothem.org/
mailto:meide@luthersem.edu
mailto:mjfolczyk@yahoo.com
mailto:hollysweeney65@gmail.com
mailto:barbvadnais1@gmail.com
https://www.gathermagazine.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Mar2023_TenCommandments_Session3_GatherBibleStudy.pdf


6 
 
 

Public Domain 

Public domain 



7 
 
 

 

 

 Public domain 


